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The Rev. Judy Ganz Named BWM EXxecutive Direc

The Rev. Judith Ganz, currently pas- Tanzania. In addition, Judy will

tor of Edmonton Moravian Church
in Edmonton, Alberta, Canada, has
accepted the call to serve as Execu-
tive Director of the Board of World
Mission of the Moravian Church in
North America. She will transition
into her new position beginning
June 13 by working remotely and
beginning on site leadership in the
Bethlehem office on August 1.

In this new role, Judy will lead the
BWM in its worldwide efforts on
behalf of the Northern Province,
Southern Province, and Alaskan
Province of the Moravian Church.
With the Board, Judy will develop
vision, strategy, and action for the
mission activities of the church in its
historic and vital partnerships with
Moravian Churches in Alaska, Costa
Rica, Eastern West Indies, Guyana,
Honduras, Labrador, Nicaragua, and

Orphan and Grandma, Tabora

guide the work of the Board as it
encourages congregations through-
out north America to more fully par-
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well as globally. She will represent
the Northern and Southern Prov-
inces in matters pertaining to the
world -wide Moravian Unity.

Judy will provide leadership with

the current staff of the BWM, includ-
ing Sam Gray, Director of Intercul-
tural Ministries and Communica-
tion; Lisa Mixon, Director of People
in Mission; Mark Ebert, Director of
Volunteer Resources; Jill Kolodziej,
Assistant Director of the Antioch
Project; and Sheila Beaman, Admin-
istrative Assistant. Judy brings a
wealth of experience and knowledge
to the Executive Director role. Mis-
sion work has been central to her
life as she served in Nicaragua in the

Judy Ganz
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BWM for 12 years. She also

worked as the HIV/AIDS Coordina-

tor for the BWM from 2004-2006.

Trained as a nurse, with degrees

from St. Olaf College and University

of Wisconsin, Judy served in the

medical field until 2004.

(Continued on pagé)
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the auspices of the Board of World Mission, was held at Ker-
nersville Moravian with women from international Mora-
vian churches. Every day concerns were sharedclean
drinking water, illiteracy, domestic violence, HIVVAIDS, or-
phaned children, etc. A 2nd consultation was held in 2001.
The 2002 Unity Synod approved continuing Consultations
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2009 again approved the resolutions along with $500 to

move the initiatives forward.
the Worldwide Unity approved the proposal made by Sr.

In January 2011, the Office of

Patricia Garner, an ordained Moravian minister from the
Southern Province of the U.S., to begin this work.

continued on page 6



Ministry in San Juan Juquila de los Mixes

Greetings from Oaxaca. After a long couple of months God proved faithful and we were able to get
back to San Juan Juquila de los Mixes. God put in our path some new friends who showed us not only a way
into our adopted village, but a glimpse into the broader Mixe world. It started with a phone call from a
fellow missionary named Jeff Simons who has been working with Mixes from a different region telling me
about his work and a possible connection we could make to link our work in different areas to spread the
gospel throughout the Mixe nation. He works with a group called Grower's First, which helps coffee grow-
ers get the best price possible for their product. When | asked him about the possibility of traveling
with him to see the people involved and their villages he was happy to take me, and said, "how about we go
in three days," | told him that was awesome. We travelled for four days, waking up at 4 am everyday to
visit the farmers and check on the progress of their work. The organization is run by Mixes and Zapotecs
and includes 12 villages. They are a little inexperienced on the business side of exporting coffee, but
are learning on the fly. Mistakes have been made, but they recognize them and are learning how to do bet-
ter on their own. This season they harvested over 50 tons of coffee for exportation, and at one stop on
the trip we helped carry 7 tons of coffee into the warehouse in 130 pound sacks. It was a fun and chal-
lenging time, carrying so much on just a few hours of sleep, but made me realize how much | love being in
the village and doing "real" work. The stories | heard and the experiences of these men is amazing and |
will share more with all of you in person in a few months.

After going through a few villages, we were on our last stop before reaching Eunice and my last
goal, Juquila, when a man came up to me with some shocking news. That day there was a land dispute be-
tween two villages which resulted in numerous deaths. These two villages were the next two major villages
which we had to go through, on the only road, to get to Juquila. The man told us that they had blocked
the road and that no one was getting through. | just looked at him and said, so what? After many months,
| was not letting anything stop me from getting to this village, and this man thought | was crazy. We
talked to a bus driver who runs the route every day to see how to get through. He said that as long as you
are not from those villages you should be able to get through, but that there will be checks to see if you
carry people from those villages in your car. Village violence is nothing new to me, and we went anyway.
We approached the first village early the next morning and the entire town was meeting.

So far so good, and everything seemed calm till time to leave the village. We came across a fence blocking
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authorities. We drove up to the town hall and spoke to a few men who interrogated us about this Mexican

girl we were taking with us (Eunice) and where she is from. They gave us clearance to

pass. We praised God for opening the road and proceeded to Juquila. After a few hours we finally saw the

sign, Welcome to Juquila. We were without our friend from the village this time so we just had to go

straight to the nurses there and explain our plan.
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We knocked on the door to the infirmary, and a girl barely peeked her head out asking us what we wanted.
We told her we need to speak to the nurses about business. She let us in and told us to wait ten minutes.

. While waiting, a ton of dreadful ideas came over me and | became nervous, but |
had to trust God wanted us here. When the nurses finally came, we went straight
to the point about how we want to help them; Eunice is a doctor, we want to learn
the culture and language, and eventually live there. | am sure | was talking a
mile a minute, and when | finished the nurse looked at us a little perplexed and
then said, praise God, we are so swamped and we are only nurses, and in such need
of a doctor. Eunice and | just looked at each other in such amazement and re-

_ lief. The head nurse was out of town, but the second in charge said she would
relay the message, and that she was sure we could work together. We plan to head
back to Juquila in a few days when the head nurse is back and try to establish
some more details with her before our trip to the States.

Phil

After all the waiting, God has given us a second wind, showing His faithfulness.
With the connection to the coffee growers, | have some things to offer the vil-
lage. The nurses are thrilled about Eunice joining them. Thank you all for your
prayers and support, because we can't do this without each of you. Please con-
tinue to pray for safe travels, and for the nurses there in Juquila, and that God
keeps opening doors. We will see you soon and many blessings.

Blessings,phil and eunice raiford, Mexico

Eunice
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AS OF TODAY, MAY 11, we now have over 200 jobs (chainsaw and/or repair/rehab) to complete in

Raleigh and Fayetteville.  Most of these jobs are in Raleigh.  You all have been so great to help us
complete many jobs already. We still need your help! Can you put together a team and find a time
this week or next to come help us finish this work? If you have already been assigned to Fayetteville
or Raleigh, please continue with those plans.

Please email me as soon as possible and we will get you assigned. We provide overnight lodging,
meals, and showers for your overnight stay. And we provide meals for your day only work day. Please
let me know what questions you have by email. To help me manage the teams, please only email

me if you are able to work and include the days and times you can work in the email to me.

Tom Beam
Student Missions Mobilization Consultant
North Carolina Baptist Men
Auxiliary to the Baptist State Convention of North Carolina
205 Convention Drive A (PO Box 1107)
(919)459-56 26 A (-810Dekt. 56828 5
tbeam@ncbaptist.org

www.baptistsonmission.org

Thank you for your support of the North Carolina Missions Offering

If you can respond to this plea for help, please contact NCBM or Tom Beam directly, or
Mark Ebert at MVR and we will help you serve!

Mark Ebert 6 mebert@mcsp.org ~ 336- 631-9050 ext / 1204

Cary
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