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sionaries thatwe support | was

t was 1948 when a young Baptist min- struck by an update from Mi-

ister rom Charlotte North Carolina  chael and Brenda Brent on theirstudent
started a small mission ministry inLos  ministry in Westem Europe. Conditions
Angeles without much notice fomthe  do not allow themto holds crusades. This
media. By 1949 a Los Angeles crusade part ofthe world is predominantly Muslim
that was scheduled for three weeks was and non-believers which causes their min-
extended to more than eight weeks with istry to rely on subtle contacts. Sincelast
overflow crowds filling a tent erected in  fall they have engaged approximately 300

aries is essentia in spreading the gospel.

These are small but significant victo-
ries in the mission field. Regardless ofthe
size ofeach mission, there is always the
potential to reach someoneoutside our
immediate cirde thru Chiist. The mission
field islike the parable in Matthew 13:31-

the downtown area each night. Today at students in conversations aboutthe gospel 32“ The kingdomofheaven is like a mus-
age 88that young man has preached th ofJesus Christ. Fourstudents have placed tard seed, which a man took and planted in

gospel to more peoplethan anyone else their faith in Jesus Christ and two were
nearly 215 million peoplein more than baptized.

185 countiies. Thatyoung man is none
other than the Rev. Billy Graham. Evan-
gelist Billy Grahamtook Christ literally
when he said in Mark 16:15“Go yeinto
the world and preach the Gospelto evet

creature.”

We also received reports rom Louis
and Susan Suttonin Fort Washington,PA
who spend a large part oftheir ministry
communicating with, training, visiting and
caring for the large lock of missionaries
on the front lines sharing the love of Jesus
As we received reports romthe mis- Christ. The spiritual health of our mission-

his field. Which indeed is the least ofall
seeds; butwhen itis grown it is greater
then theherbs and becomes a tree, so that
the birds ofthe air come and neston its
branches”. As our missionaries plant the
gospel inthe mission fields we will see
fruits romtheir labor.

Evon Crooks, Pres dent, Mission Sod ety,
Southern Province and amenber of New

“All Things Love”; Village Unity in Nicaragua

mmediately after landing in Managua, Iclosing song, a hot roll and coflee were

piled into a Ford SUV with seven mem-served to all. It was during these simple
bers of CLAI (Council of Latin American meals that | really began to see how the
Churches) and began the seventeen houtvillages weretruly leaning on theirbroth-
drive through central Nicaraguato P uertoers and sisters to get ...
Cabezas. wsal to think my family's four through this natural
hour drives to Myrtle Beach were long!  disaster. Adults took =
When we arrived atour destination, my  tums standing near th
first task was to deliver around 2000 fire thanking the vil-
emergency Miskitu hymnals to the proviniage members for giv§
cial ofice. Many ofthe churches inthe ingthemfood when
surrounding areas had lostthe hardback flood waters carried
hymnals to water damage fomHurricanetheir rice away or
Felixand were overjoyed to once again praying for the work- S5
have access to those cherished hymns. ers who walked miles
to helpthemrebuild a

ing as | laid in theback ofa pickup truck
driving down a dirt road backto Puerto
Cabezas. The wind was deafeningly loud
and the dust romthe road hung in the air
like a thick fog. Ijust
laid there remembering
how everyonein the
villages worked to-
gether for each other.
Ifthere was a need, the
entire village would
work to fulflll that

need for one person.

In those moments,
unable to hear orsee
clearly, | realized | had
seen the true meaning of“ all things

“In those moments, unable house. Teenagers picked up guitars to sing love.”
to hear or see clearly, | songs ofthanksgiving and praise. Finally, . ,
realized I had s‘een ﬂ.ie true as the fair faded, couples gathered to stare ﬁlubfaltéed 3y Thcl)r_lnalwls Bau(_:om, ,Gd e|g_h,
meaning of ‘all things at the moon and pray for their families. orth Cardina, Holly Springs Moravian

love.”

I was deeply and visibly saddened
Over thenext week, | traveled with thevhen | awoke the next morning and was
ecumenical teamfrom CLAI to three comHinally ableto seethe true extent ofthe
munities in the North Atlantic region of  damage o mthe hurricane. In onevillag
Nicaragua who were significantly afiectedthe church was completely destroyed lea
by Felix. We were greeted by the smilinging nothing but crumbling outer walls. In
faces ofchildren playing on the outskirts anocther, the main school building was no
ofeach village. Asour truck slowed, onewithout a roofexcept for a thin plastictar,
by one the curious kids jumpedin the backreme mbered the stories ofloved ones
and began calling out to everyonewithin who were lost in the hurricane as | lookec
earshot to come quickly! In what seemedat vacant houses. In the midstofall ofth
like seconds, entire villages assembled arghdness on my part, | saw groups ofchil-
began making food, building fires and  dren playing soccer and drawing pictures
tuning guitars in antidpation ofthe eve- | saw families gathered around one a pol
ning. Theteamled aworship sewvice sharing breakfast and laughing and villag
around the campfire and following the  that was joyous. | still remember the feel-
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