
O   N   W   A   R   D   
May 2008                                                                                                                      Volume XXVIII  Issue 4 

M O R A V I A N  M I S S I O N S  P U B L I S H E D  B Y  T H E  M I S S IO N  S O C I E T Y ,  S O U T H E R N P R O V I N C E 

Star Mountain Rehabilitation 

D uring my first year in Star Mountain, I 

had to find out, what is the status quo 

of our mission better to say ñour ministryò, 

where are the gaps to fill, and where are the 

areas of development of the work. Actually 

as you may expect, the work done in Star 

Mountain is magnificent and incredible but 

the field in front of us is even larger. Here 

are some results of the extension of our ser-

vices and commitment. 

      The current number of volunteers did 

already increase up to four! And we are 

grateful receiving some more applications 

for the summer.  We even have an experi-

enced youth volunteering this summer.   We 

may start a small exchange for volunteers in 

both territories to give them the opportunity 

seeing the ñwholeñ picture of the Holy Land 

situation.  

 

More service for disabled children 
      With the financial support of the Bible 

Land Society, Diakonie Austria and the Aus-

trian Development Agency we are able to 

extend our area of action to another four very 

neglected villages in the north west of the 

Ramallah district. These villages are trapped 

between the Israeli security fence in the west 

and some Israeli settlements (blue), this is 

causing a big lack of all kind of services for 

the population especially for disabled chil-

dren.  We plan to install two additional re-

source rooms in the existing regular kinder-

gartens (in 

Rantis and 

Aboud), where 

we can give 

education and 

do integration 

work for almost 

20 disabled 

children.  

 

      We will 

also upgrade 

and update the 

community 

based rehabili-

tation work (CBR) in cooperation with the 

medical services of the Palestinian Medical 

Relief Society. Actually weôll serve more 

another 50 additional mentally disabled per-

sons and their families through home visits, 

mobile therapy units, through lectures, semi-

nars and trainings for parents, community 

responsible persons and stakeholders and by 

supporting the integration of disabled young-

sters and young adults in schools and working 

places. This will increase the total number of 

beneficiaries in our Community Work Depart-

ment from 190 to about 260 clients. 

 

Growing       
Kindergarten 
      Since last No-

vember we are 

running our ñStar-

Kidsò international 

and integrative 

Kindergarten for 

disabled and non-

disabled children in 

the age 0-4. The 

first group has 10 

places, 3 to 4 are 

reserved for dis-

abled kids. We like 

to organize/raise for 

these places financial support (as some kind of 

Pateschaften/ godfather relations) from indi-

vidual private donors as well as from the Mo-

ravian Church. Here in Palestine it is very 

difficult to find adequate places for disabled 

babies and little children. 

      Our kindergarten is international: Two 

teachers are speaking Arabic, one speaks   

German; English is the language between   
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Mission Awareness DinnerñA Mission Celebration 

Advent Moravian Church 

May 3, 2008 

Band Prelude/Mission Fair Displays  and Fellowship   5:00 pm 

Dinner   5:30 pm 

Featured Speakers:  Phil Raiford, Donna Tesh, and Glenna Tasedan                Brass Group with Ted Kimball 

Please bring a paperback Christian Youth literature donation for the Labrador youth 

Send $9.00 reservation to Mission Office at 500 South Church Street  -  Winston-Salem, NC 27101   

Call Sheila to submit your display  336-773-1732 

TAKE OFF! Increasing the work and filling the gaps 



What is our mission? 

To bring peace, joy and Hope through Jesus Christ to all! 

 

We Hope for meaningful lives. 

We Hope for solutions to world hunger and peace. 

We Hope for all people to get to know Jesus Christ. 

Is there any Hope? 

Families are falling apart. 

Violence and drugs are ruining our schools and communities. 

Diseases are killing our people. 

Is there any Hope? 

Can we have peace and joy in our hearts? 

Can we have fulfillment in life? 

Can we have strength and empowerment to live meaningful 

lives? 

Does anyone really care?! 

These are questions that confront all  

of us at some point in our lives.  The  

answer can be found throughout the  

Bible. 

Yes! There is Hope!   Jesus cares for 

each of us.  It is His promise that the God of Hope fills us with all 

joy and peace in believing that we may have Hope, through the 

power of the Holy Ghost, Romans 15:13 

God gives us power.   This power is capable of giving us Hope. 

The Bible tells us God has that power.  We are not ashamed of the 

Gospel of Christ; for it is the power of God unto salvation to every-

one that believeth, Romans 1:16. 

No one is Hopeless whose Hope is in God! 

 

Evon Crooks, a member of New Philadelphia Moravian Church, is 

President of the Mission Society, Southern Province. 

A Message From Our President 
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One of the translation projects that our 

team is working on is in a language we 

call ñChayò.  Here are some specific 

requests that we can share with you.  The 

Chay church is under persecution.  Will 

you pray with us for them? 

 

Pray!  The church in the Chay country is 

experiencing increased persecution.  

Then churches have been ordered by 

local authorities to stop meeting.  Three 

brothers were sentenced to heavy fines 

and imprisonment without them even 

knowing about the trial. 

 

Pray!  However, since the sentence has 

not yet been delivered to their lawyer, 

these brothers are not yet behind bars and 

an appeal is possible.  Believers have 

been unified through an around the clock 

prayer vigil.  

 

Praise!  A selection of 13 Chay Psalms is 

now approved for recording. 

 

Pray!  However, due to direct threats, the 

Chay team members hesitate to lend their 

voices for future productions and have 

asked us to stop distribution of Chay Scrip-

ture productions for the time being. 

 

Pray!  However, due to his concern for the 

safety of his family who live in-country, 

Billy decided he should not be filmed. 

 

P R A Y  F O R  T H E  P E O P L E 
 
Protection:  Father, give courage and 

protection to the Chay team in this time of 

increasing threats against your people in 

the Chay country. 

Truth:  Father, please send the Chay your 

Word so that they might know you. 

Patience:  Father, give everyone patience 

and assurance that your timing is perfect 

for the Chay people. 

 

Following is a gift from the Moree Family 

from France. 

Moree Monthly;  The Chay Language Project 

òBut may it never be that I would boast, except in the cross of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, through which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world.ó                      
                                                                                                                          Galatians 6:14 
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Building crews are needed to help rebuild homes, schools and churches in Nicaragua. 

Lumber is currently being sawn from trees knocked down by Hurricane Felix and readied 

for construction. Approximately 100,000 people are living in very crude temporary hous-

ing and need our help. This will be hard, hot, dirty work, NO FRILLS! Skilled and Semi-

skilled volunteers needed now, unskilled volunteers will be needed sometime in the future. 

 

 For now, housing will be camping under mosquito net at best. Facilities will be outhouse 

and 5 gallon bucket bath. Food will be prepared by local village cook and clean water will 

be provided. You will be responsible for your airfare to and from Managua with Moravian 

Disaster Response paying for your travel to and from the village. You will be responsible 

for any other personal expenses while in Nicaragua.   

 

If you feel God could use you in this effort, please contact me for more information.  

I pray that the Savior will speak to your heart and you will respond, in His name, Amen! 

Mark Ebert, Director of Volunteer Ministries at mebert@mcsp.net 

Office - 631-9050 / ext 1204        Cell ï 336-225-3549 

Volunteers to Nicaragua 

         CHURCH SERIES 
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H ow does God use a ñLittle Churchò to make Him known among All Nations? 

Little Church on the Lane actively answers 

the Great Commission in the Charlotte com-

munity and throughout the world by sending 

individuals and financially supporting mis-

sions. Over the past five years especially, 

this mission focus has been evident through 

numerous trips and sponsorships of indi-

viduals seeking to do Godôs work across the 

world. The effects have been far-reaching, 

both for those who have received, and most 

of the time even greater for those who have 

served. I will attempt, through examples, to 

portray a picture of how God has used indi-

viduals and has blessed Little Church on the 

Lane through the work of missions. 

      We begin with Mohamed and Safiatu 

Braima, long-time members of Little Church 

on the Lane, who are faithfully continuing 

the work to which God has called them in 

their homeland of Sierra Leone, Africa. 

Mohamed & Safiatu spent part of 2007 in 

Africa, during which time they were able to 

build a church & library in their village. 

They returned to the U.S. excited to share 

the fruits of their labors, but also with a 

vision to return to set up a more permanent 

ministry. Little Church on the Lane is 

blessed to support the Braimaôs both finan-

cially and through prayer. Mohamed was 

installed as an acolyte of the Southern 

Province of the Moravian Church at Little 

Church while at home this past January, 

and he and Safiatu have now returned to 

Sierra Leone to continue the work which 

God began.  

      The Moree Family made 

their home at Little Church on 

the Lane for several months 

while in training with Wycliffe 

Bible Translators.  They are 

now working in Europe to 

translate North African lan-

guages and in turn provide 

more people with access to 

Godôs Word. We also support the Moreeôs 

financially and through prayer, and we 

were blessed by the time we got to spend 

with their family before they left for 

France. 

      Most recently, Helen Gulledge has left 

her Little Church home to serve students at 

a Christian college in Soldotna, Alaska. We 

are praying Godôs blessings for Helen. 

      Other members have been sent to Lab-

rador and to Alaska over the past 5 years to 

serve with the Moravian Church, including 

Rev. Steve Wilson and his wife Claire, Rev. 

Billy Flippin, Keith Overcash, Pete Hiltz, Craig 

and Ginny Summeral, Jane Medlin, and Mike 

Rappe. Little Church has also sponsored the 

work of Doug Wilson through Samaritanôs 

Purse in Afghanistan and Uganda. God is faith-

ful to connect us with our brothers and sisters 

all across the globe, even in the most distant 

(and coldest) of places! 

      Finally, Little Church on the 

Laneôs focus on missions is 

known from a young age. The 

Middle School and Senior High 

youth of Little Church take mis-

sion trips every summer, and the 

students actively participate in 

fundraising opportunities prior to 

these trips. In one year the youth may host a 

formal dinner, hold a Christmas tree sale, sell 

coffee, and send personal letters to raise sup-

port for missions. The adults in the congrega-

tion are tremendously supportive of these ef-

forts. 

      The Middle School youth have served at 

Laurel Ridge Mission Camp and have also 

participated in an overnight camp that focuses 

on service in and around the Charlotte commu-

nity. The Senior High youth have traveled with 

Son Servants ministries to rural Nicaragua and 

have been twice to Mexico- first to Reynosa, 

just across the Texas border, and also to Me-

rida, on the Yucatan peninsula. During their 

time overseas, our youth partner with (and 

work alongside of) locals to build up the com-

munities, spread the Gospel, and teach children 

about Jesus Christ. The Little Church youth 

have also traveled numerous times to Tennes-

see, where they have worked with Mountain 

T.O.P. to meet the physical, emotional, social,  
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Little Church on the Lane 

Little Church With a Big Commission 

God is faithful to connect 

us with our brothers and 

sisters all across the 

globe, even in the most 

distant (and coldest) of 

places! 

mailto:mebert@mcsp.net

