MORAVIAN MISSIONS PUBLISHED BY THE MISSION SOCIETY, SOUTHERN PROVINCE

September 2008

Volume XXVIII Issue 7

New Strength MeansSounds of Youth & Music

People Together

M ission work amazes me. | have come
to learn that if you go into it with an
open heart and mind that God will show you
amazing things. This is exactly what hap-
pened when | had the opportunity to travel
with 5 other youth from the Western District
to Sukatpin, a community on the Atlantic
coast of Nicaragua.

We were sent as
Strengthl effort
tween the youth in Nicaragua and the youth
in churches here. Our initial concerns about
being able to connect across cultural and
language barriers were quickly dispelled as
we soon realized that a smile translates into
any language, and that children do not care
where you come from as long as you are
willing to run around and play with them.

We began to help rebuild a home for a
widow whose house had been destroyed by
Hurricane Felix. As we worked alongside our
brothers and sisters in Nicaragua, we found
new ways to communicate instructions. It
was not uncommon to hear three languages
being spoken at once. Through the grace of
God we understood each other and slowly a
house began to take shape.

As the house grew, it seemed to represent
the relationships we were building. The chil-
dren who were a bit weary of us when we
first arrived were now reluctant to leave our
side and were asking us to sing another song
and to come play soccer or baseball. A group
of musicians came to the home we were stay-
ing in to share songs with us. The minister of
the church opened the pulpit so that a mem-
ber of our team could deliver the message
Continued on Page 4
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he draw of a guitar, the attraction of a

keyboard, the peacefulness of hand
chimes, some brass, Inuit drums, and a little bit
of throat-singing thrown in set the stage for
two camps held in Labrador this summer that
brought hope, inspiration, and fun to her Mora-
vian youth. A year in the planning, Gosling
Lake was the sight of a camping experience for
13 to 15 year olds, many returning from last
year. A small contin-
gency from North Caro-
lina trekked to Labrador -
Glenna Tasedan as Direc- |
tor of the Youth Camp at ||
Gosling Lake, Bishop
Sam Gray as co-
coordinator of a music
workshop in Hopedale,
and Tim Byerly, all
working with local lead- e
ers.

Twenty-seven youth
attended camp at Gosling Lake to meet new

p ar ftfriendsfsee bldifidends; Heve s8me fun, learn
b aboutIClIetist, ainét dhade somedontiseih Ihup S

heritage with their southern guests. Gosling
Lake has become

youth can openly reflect themselves and thelr
faith, many of which have no Bibles in their
homes.

It was a week filled with tireless energy (on
their part) for swimming, card-making and
sending, canoeing, worshipping, a unique
drama, hand chimes (for the first time), a lot of
singing, and food. A black bear appeared near
the dining hall one morning, and as this camp
director fearfully contemplated HOW she was
going to protect 27 campers and staff from
being eaten (watched WAY too many bear
movies) everyone explodes out of their chairs
and heads outside to commune with the
bear ...l eaving me
special joy to get to know as they deal with a
unique environment and special issues in
northern Canada, but they always welcome and
appreciate the love of Christ shown them.

behi

The second week was the First Annual
Music Workshop held in Hopedale on the
rocky coast of Labrador which included the
leadership of Dr. Tom Gordon, Moravian mu-
sic archivist and professional pianist, 2 youth,
and Jim Ander sen

Dr. Gordon & Uncle Jim rehearsing
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all of Labrador, provincial treasure. The pur-

pose was to bring to life the musical heritage

the Labrador Moravians were so well known
for at one time by highlighting the talents of
the youth. Youth from all communities cre-

ated music of all kinds, with all combinations
of instruments, including Inuit drum dancing
and throat singing, Inuit customs resurfacing
again. This was a week filled with the sounds
of beautiful music throughout
the echoing halls of the
Hopedale school, culminat-
ing in a music program for
the entire community.

On the Saturday prior to
our departure, the hosts
treated us to a fishing trip to
their cabin in Adlartok. Fish
of choice, Char, was minute
fresh, and grilled to perfec-
tion among other tasty foods;
The spice cake with black-
berries was a favorite—hopefully with the
recipe to follow in the next issue.

be-

Speaking for all of us, the Labrador people
racious and loving, seekp Qur Lor
unﬁuns th
coast, in the beautiful sunsets, the water, and
in each other. Our hope is that with the little
bit of assistance we provide, they will become
Continued on Page 6
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A Message From Our President - Short -term Teams

Youth

As we approach
summer |l we may
many blessings and how these blessings
have been used to support missions
around the world.  This summer the
Southern Province Mission Society as-
sisted in the support of 141 youth from 18
different congregations. These young
people conducted various mission activi-
ties from camps to witnessing in 4 states
and 6 different countries. Adults, not to be
out done, also made a significant contri-
bution to missions. The Mission Society
also assisted in the support of 81 short-
term missionaries from 19 congregations
in the Southern Province. These adults
conducted mission activities in 3 states
and 10 countries.

On July 22, 2008, 19 youths and adults
from New Philadelphia and one youth
from Friedberg traveled to Puerto Ca-
bezas, Nicaragua as a mission team to

Column

scer ni

hen Christin returned last January

from the ID Youth Conference in
Nicaragua, she wept as she told stories
about the devastation suffered there from
Hurricane Felix. Right then, we decided
that, Lord-willing, we would go back to-
gether with a hurricane relief team through
the Antioch Project. So, we prayed and
we planned. We rallied a team of 4 other
college-aged youth to go with us, only to
have those plans fall through only just
weeks before our departure date.

Should we stay, or should go? Broken
plans and rumors of political unrest in
Nicaragua were nearly enough to call the
whole trip off. However, after much
prayer and discussion, we were deter-
mined to help however we could. So, in-
stead of a team of 6, Christin and | left,
with 100 Ibs. of sawmill parts in all, on a
mission to help rebuild Nicaragua. Sounds
pretty noble, right?

We had both been to Central America
before, so we tried to prepare ourselves for
any twist or turn that God or culture might
throw our way. But a few missed flights, a
little travel sickness, and a drastic change
of plans, left us frazzled and faced with an
important decision. Long story short, we
guickly found out
doing —hurricane

ng

t h eassistih thegrebuilding effort@fter the
r edevastationtby Hurkicane kelix last year.

The community had a warm and special
welcome for the team, simply because
they were fellow Moravians and brothers
and sisters in Christ. Despite language
differences there was an immediate con-
nection and a sense of gratitude. The team
worked in the town of Sisin about an hour
from Puerto Cabezas where they con-
structed a small log building for the local
Moravian church. They also sifted gravel
and made over 100 concrete blocks for the
construction of the new church. They dug
drainage ditches to prevent flooding dur-
ing the rainy season.

The most memorable part of the trip was
fellowship with fellow Moravians. The
team attended several worship services at
Creole Moravian Church and two Miskito
Moravian Churches. The team led Bible
school activities and was overwhelmed by

not in the sense that we had our hearts set
on. So we determined we could either let
extenuating circumstances spoil our atti-

tudes and leave us pouting about what

we didn‘t get to
surrender , and say
use us. | It ‘s

God often seems to take our plans and
tweak them or sometimes turn them into
a completely different and unexpected
direction.

From here, we met up with Phil Rai-
ford, the WD6 team, and a few local
youth. instead of building houses —we
built relationships with people who
needed love as much as they needed
anything else. For half of our trip, we
lived as villagers in Sukatpin where we
ate with, laughed with, worshipped with,
and played with community members,
young and old. A highlight for me was
an action packed baseball game against
their local team, never mind having to
stop in mid-inning for the passing live-
stock!

Finally, we returned to Puerto Ca-
bezas where we met with a group of
students from the local university. Words
can‘t express what

t as we shared the joys and struggles of
r € being college students in our respective

iy

Godods

kindness and the
friendly nature of the
people.

Every mission trip
has its challenges. This
team went to help people

in need, and at the same
time found themselves in need
when a well known American airline lost
several of the team members luggage.
This team was so
that the lost luggage did not limit their
enthusiasm from helping fellow Mora-
vians.
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If you participated in a mission trip
this summer the Mission Society needs
to hear your story. Please send us your
story on the lives that you touch and how
those lives touched you—email to:
moravianonward.com
Evon Crooks, member of New Philadel-
phia Moravian Church, is the President
of the Mission Society Board of Direc-

Ml S S |

cultures. Most importantly, we learned
that, despite some obvious cultural differ-
ences, we shared a lot more similarities
than we thought as young people search-

d (ing for meaning and significance. The

ni ght was
food, and games. Currently, Phil and
some of the locals are following up the
connections we made by starting a bible
study for interested university students.

As Christin and | traveled home, the
temptation was to again be discouraged
by all the things
ever, it recently hit us that maybe the
change of plans was just God reminding
us that when we do
travel as stereotypical American cowboys
dead set on —fixin
maybe God is urging us all to not be so

focused on —a miss
something) that we
sionl (sharing the

people). With that in mind, Christin and |
look back on our trip and confidently
agree: Mission Accomplished, and to be
continued..
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A 2-Part Series: The Indiscriminate Sweeping of a Pandemic

—Wh y

he first time | visited the beautiful

country of South Africa was in the
summer of 2001 when | attended the
Mor avian Women's
Port Elizabeth. The agenda of social
justice issues focused primarily on
HIV/AIDS. It was at that time that |
understood more fully the scope of the
HIV/AIDS pandemic in
South Africa and on the
African Continent.
Since 2001, | have been
blessed with the oppor-
tunity to make subse-
quent visits. In 2005 |
was part of a large
group of mostly Mora-
vians that toured the
Western Cape, which
included worship with
the Landsdowne Mora-
vian congregation and parts of the East-
ern Cape. | also spent the spring semes-
ter of 2006 as a student at the University
of the Western Cape. In November
2007, | visited as part of a Likewise
AIDS Ministry Team of the Board of
World Mission, invited by the Moravian
Church of South Africa to

South Africa is a country in the
throes of finding its democratic equilib-
rium as the present government wages

C annureagylbattla to disance itdel&filond

the squalid ashes of the apartheid gov-
ernment and all of the horrific implica-
tions of that era. The country is a dichot-
omy of an enormously wealthy minority

and a burgeoning black middle class
juxtaposed against the majority of black
South Africans, who barely survive on
the fringes of society. The gap between
rich and poor has widened. Despite the
fact that progress is being made, the
ravages of apartheid, embedded for
nearly five decades, have

assess the Moravian Ma- 5 |
sangane AIDS program.

The
God, Why ?2I
funerals everywhere as

South
current estimate of infecte

people is approximately A
| ament 18.8% ofaPpppulation of reallt)_/ Is evident when
i s atbeatd 50t miaeingrgugh

At fotbeen;so ezsily geyersed
d’n a mere fourteen years of
democratic rule. This harsh

(?ural
areas, such as Matatiele, on

the Eastern Cape, where

the HIV/AIDS pandemic
sweeps indiscriminately across the na-
tion of South Africa. The disease is no
respecter of color, creed, race, ethnicity,
religion, age, social, and economic
status. However, it is the destitute and
the disenfranchised whose voices are
most affected, silenced by poverty, ne-
glect, suffering, and the trauma that is
part of a daily ritual of loss. In most
cities, the main streets clog on weekends
with funeral processions. The manufac-
turing of coffins is one of the fastest
growing industries in South Africa and,
in fact, that is also the case in many
other countries on the African Conti-
nent. The loss of skilled professionals
and skilled and unskilled laborers, is
having a severe effect on government,
corporate sectors, and private industry.
There is an empirical link between pov-
erty and HIV/AIDS. There is an esti-
mated one million child-headed house-
holds. There remains the issue of stig-
matization that prevents people from
being tested and getting treatment.

Kim Bartholomew, Director of Likewise
AIDS Ministry, and | visited the Mor-
vavian Masangane Program as part of an
assessment team last November.

For many of us living in the West, in
many of the
cies, with all of the privilege that free-
dom and influence provide, it is some-
times difficult, if not near impossible, to
fully understand the depth of the devas-
tation created by HIV/AIDS in develop-
ing countries. The loss of life in Sub-
Saharan Africa is unparalleled in the rest
of the world. The region of Southern
Africa records the highest prevalence of
HIV/AIDS worldwide. In South Africa
alone, the current estimate of infected
people is approximately 18.8% of a
population of about 50 million. Even as
many in North America empathize and
explore ways in which to build partner-
ships with our South African brothers
and sisters in addressing the problems,
guestions stildl I
SA government respond sooner with

worl d°f

—

funds and
international community put more pres-
sure on the SA government to get them to
respond more expeditiously and aggres-
sivel y?l —Wh at
age and determination of a people who

brought a bold new definition to the mean-

of —struggl el
by example to

—f orgive
trespass
through the legacy of
the Truth and Recon-
ciliation Commis-
sion?l

been so difficult to
slow the spread of
HIV/AIDS in South
Africa when the num-
bers are decreasing in
some other countries
on the Continent, such as Kenya? Why
has it been almost impossible to combat

i ng

the stigma associated with the disease after
twenty-seven years? Indeed, these types of

questions underscore the enormous com-
plexities of race, ethnicity, stratification,

classism, poverty, gender relations, gender

inequality, violence and crime, sexual
viplgnce, and economic injustice that are
deeply woven into the fabric of South
African society and history. As the South
African government grapples to address
many of these daunting social ills, it is
clear that there are no simple answers or
remedies to these problems.

Yet, as Christians, we have been given
a great example through the lamentations
of the Prophet Jeremiah in the tragic loss
of Jerusalem. We are inspired to persevere
in proclaiming the Gospel and to trust in

§od even evireredssaster sirikesn Vearea -

taught never to lose faith because God
always has a restoration plan for his chil-
dren in the face of overwhelming catastro-
phe. Thus, it is the people of God — the
Church - who have begun to respond to
the lamentations of the sick and suffering

in new ways. The Church has responded to

Christ*‘s teachings
ers’' keepersl and
bility to be —good
and do I|ikewise.l

cult challenges is nothing new for the
collective church in South Africa. Its his-
tory is replete with heroic undertakings
during the long struggle to end apartheid.
The Church has been a powerful and sus-

taining beacon of hope, conscience, and

sarctaary throughdth tite patiod df apart:
heid. In 1976 when security forces opened
Continued on Page 6
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Sierra Leone Mission; Major Growth Abounds
LuawaYiehun, Sierra Leone, West Africa

even months may seem like a short

time in light of eternity, yet in
seven months, Mohamed and Safiatu
Braima have made eternity a reality for
many people in their village of Luawa-
Yiehun, Sierra Leone, West Africa.
Since their return to Sierra Leone in
January, the Braimas have made great
strides in their ministry. They have
built a church, constructed a mission
house, completed a library, and are
preparing to build a school for children
in the village. The Braimas continue to
introduce people to the love and saving
power of Jesus Christ, demonstrated by
their own love and commitment.

They write:
preaching series on the Ten Command-
ments last week (July). The leadership
class we hold on Fridays is now on
Saturdays and is doing ok. | am per-
sonally encouraged by the good atten-
dance in the morning worship service
which is from 6am to 6:30am every
morning except

The Braimas hold the leadership
class to train up new leaders in the
church. In addition, they have planned
a class for Muslims to join with Chris-
tians. They writ
thinking of starting a class that will
bring Muslims and Christians together
to learn from each other, hoping by so
doing they will see that Christ is the
only Mediator. Only He can qualify to
be the Savior and Redeemer of man-
kind.l

As of the first of July, the mission
house was almost complete, with six
bedrooms with restrooms to house
individuals called to Sierra Leone to
serve alongside the Braimas. God has
made this building project possible
through the financial support of our
churches. The mission house will be
ready for those who travel to Luawa-
Yiehun for the church dedication on
October 12, 2008.

The next project the Braimas will
undertake is the school. Little Church
on the Lane recently obtained a 55
gallon barrel to send supplies such as
machetes and trenching tools, which
are needed to help clear and prepare the

—We

e

land. Other items such as Christian
books and colored pencils and Bibles
were also sent for the children. The
church is ready

cation on October 12th, 2009. Bishop |

Sam Gray will be officiating.

Little Church on the Lane and the
rest of the Moravian church are privi-
leged to be a part of the of the Brai-
mas ‘ mi ssion in
continue to be in prayer for strength
for the Braimas, for the building of
the school, and for those who have
and will come to a faith in Jesus
Christ through this ongoing and pow-
erful ministry.
to complete unity, to let the world
know that you sent me and have loved
them even as you
(John 17:23). For ongoing updates:
www.sierraleonemission.org

Praying Paints

S u nW Asafe and timely delivery of

barrel filled with tools and
school supplies.

W  Completion of mission house.
W  Strength and good health for the

Braimas as they minister to their
people.

W Successful land clearing for the
school site.

W  Pray for those coming to the
Braimas seeking Christ.

How Else Can Your Congregation

Participate?

Congregations can support this mis-
sion by purchasing Machetes at Wal-
mart for under $10.00/piece, Christian
coloring books, school supplies
(dollarstore), instant coffee, creamer,
or powdered drinks. The Winston-
Salem collection point is Fairview
Moravian Church. They can also be
dropped off at Little Church on the
Lane, or congregations can call
(704)334-1381 about sending finan-
cial support.

Submitted by the Sierra Leone Mis-
sion Team of Little Church on the
Lane, Charlotte, NC.

I'_
Photograph by Justin Rabbach

Sierra

Leone.

New Strength

Continued from Page 1
during the Sunday service.
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come home and begin to share our
experiences with others. They are the
rBadrY | Svant toGd bicR and @k
more time with the people | met and
worked with. They are the reason
that others are encouraged to follow
in our footsteps and have those ex-
periences themselves.

To me these moments have
taught me what it means to have a
heart for missions. It means that you
realize that it is not about what you
are bringing to or doing for a people
in need. Rather, it is sharing, work-

tidg,winging, laughing with the peo-
ple you meet.

This is why
effort is so important. It is a chance
for us to connect with our brothers
and sisters in Christ in Nicaragua. It
is an opportunity to grow in our faith
together. It is a way to excite young
people about mission work and en-
courage them to join a team. It is a
way to practice what it truly means to
be
our own satisfaction, but out of our
desire to share our love and our faith.

Though much planning goes into
a short-term mission trip, it is in the
unplanned moments that God directs
our hearts and leads us to be faithful
servants in his name. Mission work
amazes me. 1 Thessalonians 5: 16
18.

Submitted by Justin Rabbach who is
a Student Intern at Lake Mills Mora-
vian Church and a member of Ebene-

zer Moravian Church (Watertown,
Wi1).
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september Pray Every Day2oos

1. Humble yourself and draw near to God. Your Father waits patiently
and lovingly to fellowship with you. Confess your shortcomings and
allow Him to cleanse you and to love you. Pray for those whom you
find to be unloving an unlovable.

2. Pray for teachers today. Sunday school teachers, school teachers,
college and seminary professors, home schooling parents, teachers'
aids and helpers, tutors, special ed teachers, music teachers, coaches
and athletic instructors and any others who lead and instruct young
people.

3. You are my rock and my salvation, Lord, Jesus. In you will I trust.
Pray that those closest to you will put all their trust in Jesus. Pray for
those around the world who have not had the opportunity to learn of
the ever present love of Christ. Pray for those who have left their own
homes and families to go and make disciples for the Lamb.

4. The storms rage and the winds destroy, yet the Love of Jesus re-
mains steadfast and certain. Pray for peace and provision for many
who continue striving to recover from the devastation of calamity
through storms, floods, hurricanes, tornadoes and such. Bless those
who reach out to serve through disaster recovery teams. Continue to
touch the hearts of those who are able to serve in this way. Remind
each of us how blessed we are and remind us to lift those less fortu-
nate in prayer.

5. "Sing to the Lord a new song." Praise Him on this wonderful day
He has given us. Lift the Moravian schools of music and worship
which have been established and are teaching many to enjoy the bless-
ing of worship. Pray for leaders and supporters of these programs.

6. The Antioch Project has been created to build leadership and disci-
pleship for young adults. Pray for those participating and for those
who are considerinmg the
7. Sunday- "l will exalt you, my God and King; | will praise your
name for ever. Pray for many opportunities to share the love of Christ
today. Pray for your Pastors) and music team. Allow the message from
God's word to penetrate your heart and mind so that you can live it
out.

8. Jesus is our Shepherd, but He has given each of us lambs to tend.
Pray that each of us will be good examples of Jesus' tender love and
caring as we care for those in our charge. Pray earnestly for them.
Teach them God's word.

9. "Fill me with life anew, that | should do the things that you would
do". We are blessed with so much in order that we might share with
those who have less. Thank you O lord, for the blessing of being able
to share with those whom you love. Lead me today to someone you
would have me to share your gifts with.

10. Pray for the Woos in Asia. Lift the church in China. Pray for pro-
tection of "the word" that it would be received and grow in he hearts
of the people there.

11. Thank you Lord for those who continue to support the Braimas
and their work in Sierra Leone. Thank you for your word that contin-
ues to grow there. May your name be praised in the buildings that
have been erected and the things being taught there.

12. Lord Jesus, let your Holy Spirit abide on college campuses. Bless
those involved in leading and teaching college students the way to you
and to abundant life in you. Provide encouragers and prayer warriors
for them. Bring to my mind those | need to pray for such as the Brents.
13. Saturday is considered a day of recreation for so many, have
mercy on those who have no such opportunity. Provide jobs and es-
sentials for those striving to provide for their families.

14. Sunday-"Bless the Lord, O my soul, and do not forget all His
benefits." Ps 103:2 As you enter the house of the Lord for worship
today, consider all He has done for you. All we are and all we have are
due to Him. Praise Him. Thank Him. Worship Him.

15. Thank you Lord for those who work and study to produce your

possi bisdricgthere. o f

word in languages that are foreign to them in order that your king-
dom may be realized in other places by other people. Bless the
Moree family and others working through Christian translators.
16. Christ is our chief elder. Acknowledge Him as our predecessors
did in 1741. Pray that you can truly acknowledge Him as the head of
your life. Become the feet and hands in service for Him.
17. Father, there are many who call on your name that are incarcer-
ated and imprisoned in jails and prisons around the world. Provide
some peace and comfort for them. Bring your word to them.
18. "Anyone who hears my word and believes him who sent me, has
eternal life." Pray that faith in Christ of all peoples will be strength-
ened and will become shining examples for others.
19. Pray for our government and all those in position of leadership.
For: pastors and bishops, teachers and leaders, boards and provinces,
organizations and ministries. Pray that the information in this publi-
cation will be far reaching and stimulating of souls to pray for and
support missions in many ways.
21. Sunday-Enjoy the majesty of God's greatness in the briskness of
fall weather and the beauty of the changing of the trees and flowers
of the fall season. Pray for the refreshing wind of God's spirit to
gently blow through our congregations and renew our commitment
to his service.
22. Pray for the peace of the nations, for the safety of men and
women serving in armies around the world and for their families at
home.
23. Pray for Alaska Christian College, its students, faculty, staff and
volunteers. Pray that the right person will be found to fill the position
of dean of admissions. Pray for Helen Gulledge as she serves in food
Go*
24. Pray for those who are no longer able to get out to the worship
services and activities of the church. Lift those who are retiring from
various positions of leadership in the church that they will continue
to feel needed and useful and pray for those who are replacing them
in those positions that they would be sensitive to effects of change.
25. Remember Michael and Cecilia Tesh and the children in their
care. Pray for the school, for sufficient food to feed them, for the
chicken program that they would have eggs to sell in abundance.
26. With God are strength and wisdom. Pray for Rich and Barb
Asher from Dillingham Moravian Church in Alaska. They are serv-
ing in medical missions in the Sudan. Pray that they will be safe and
healthy and have many opportunities to witness for Jesus, the Great
Healer.
27."You are forgiving and good, O Lord, abounding in love to all
who call to you™ Ps.86:5 Pray for Missionaries, evangelists, preach-
ers and pastors and all who live to bring the word of God to others.
Pray for the health of Billy Graham, the work of Samaritan's purse.
28. Sunday-Great is our God and greatly to be praised! Praise Him
all you little children. Enter into the house of the Lord and sing
praises to Him. Study His word and revel in His goodness for He is
good and His mercy lasts for ever.
29. "His dominion shall be from sea to sea and to the ends of the
earth."Zech.9:10 Pray for the fellowships in the Southern Province
of the Moravian Church: Morning Star Fellowship in Ashville, NC;
Community Fellowship in Welcome, NC and Palmetto Fellowship in
Spartanburg, SC.
30. "Turn my heart to your decrees and not to selfish
gain."Ps.119:36. All that we have comes from the Lord and belongs
to Him. We are entrusted with multiple blessings in order that we
might bless others. Pray that the use of your gifts and talents will
honor and glorify the maker of all things and giver of life.

To contribute to Pray Every Day next month, email Coordinator, Helen@AKCC.org.



Oh God, Why?:
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fire on unarmed students protesting the lan-
guage of Afrikaans as mandatory in the school
system over their own native languages such
as Zulu and Xhosa, it was a Church in Soweto
where the children fled for refuge. When
apartheid ended, the Church exerted its influ-
ence to help ensure one of the least bloody
political transitions in modern history, both on
the Continent and around the world. Against
all predictions, South Africans, in general, did
not subject themselves to revengeful acts
against their oppressors. It was also from
within the Church that the Truth and Recon-
ciliation Commission emerged. South Afri-
cans set international precedence, unheard of
in modern history, through forgiveness and
amnesty that created the possibility for a na-
tion to begin a healing process that continues
today. That this was possible after almost fifty
years of inhuman treatment directed at the
majority of the
tury blighted by warfare and bloody conflict,
is a testament to the indomitable spirit of a
people who understand the very essence of
survival through
ness and salvation. This was a defining mo-
ment that symbolized hope for the future of
the nation.
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Paradoxically, there is no denying that the
universal Church remained silent for far too
long in the early stages of the HIV/AIDS pan-
demic. In a country where the church has
played a pivotal role, not breaking the silence
had a deadly impact. More troubling, irrespon-
sible governments and political leaders ne-
glected to act decisively. In the mid-1980s,
even as most South Africans were anticipating
freedom from tyranny, HIV/AIDS had already
begun to decimate segments of the population.
Intent on gaining the freedom for which they
had fought for so long and hard, and the prom-
ise of a democratic society which promised to
be a panacea for all political and social ills,
those in power did not do much to check the
spread of the disease and it remained under the
political radar. When alarms were raised gov-
ernment officials ignored them, delaying the
critical processes for educating the masses
through prevention programs and providing
Heatrgent. Puplic qutrageteverduplly resglted 5
in one of the earliest cases that brought against
the SA government when activists challenged
the _human rights

A 2Part Series on the Indiscriminate Sweeping of a Pandemic

urgency at the time and galvanized people into
action. With such unprecedented prevalence,
the question of urgency is now driving a force-
ful response from the government and reli-
gious communities.

Written by Carol Armstrong, Member of the
Board of World Mission.

Sounds of Youth and Music
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enabled and engaged in sending their own out
into the world. Labrador sings with beauty
in amazing ways, and Christ is the con-
ductor. Submitted by Glenna Tasedan

How Congregations Can Participate...

Approximately 1 out of every 10 Labrador
youth possess their own Bible. If each South-
arneProvince congregation sponsored the pur-
chase of ten youth Bibles ($30./pc.), all youth
in Labrador would own a Bible. Individuals,

§anstitgtiont Thege is Aojdanying, toggthat f o r @omriteees, children or adults can make this

messages of comfort and forgiveness without
reproach from the Church, and perhaps other
religious communities, would have signaled

Mission Society of the Moravian Church, South, Inc

500 S. Church St.
WinstoRSalem, NC 27101
336-773-1732
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