Suffering and Need Takes No Holiday

M ay all glory and honor be given to teams to help with the rebuilding after
our Savior and Lord for what He

He comes! May He be ever praised,
Amen!

schools. This work is not for everyone,
this will be hard, hot dirty work, but if
you feel God is call-
ing you to serve in

As 2007 has drawn to a close, the
report fromthe field is good but we are
still far from finish-
ing our tasks. Work fE i

in Mississippi con-
tinues with teams
gearing up for 2008,

we are well over 12¢
teams that have
served and are plan
ning to serve in the
future. This does na
include teams that

[ sider for 2008 and |

this way please con-

eign land or just around the corner. “ The
Hurricane Felix. Our sawmills are up anc fields are white for harvest but the labor-
has accomplished thus far and will con- running with young Nicaraguans as op- ers are few”. Father | pray that you will
tinue to do through us, His Church, until erators. We will come along side our sis- send your Spirit upon Your Church and
ters and brothers to cut the lumber that it continue to raise up laborers for the Har-
will take to rebuild homes, churches and vest, that many more will be lead to the
Savior of their souls, in who's name |
pray, Amen!

Mark Ebert, Director of Volunteer Minis-
tries, North American Moravian Church

tact me.

There are many
more opportunities
for everyone to con-

pray that our Lord
will speak to your
hearts and move you
to serve Himand

have served in other areas of the world your neighbor, whether it be in some for
such as Alaska, Africa, Labrador and

many others.

I amsad to say that the last two
months of 2007 were almost void of

! " H#

teams for obvious reasons and | want to
say to you all, SUFFERING TAKES NO
HOLIDAY! We need to be more atten-
tive to those that are still without the ba-
sic necessities of life regardless the time
of the year! The fact is we should be @
more attentive than ever at that time, a
time of giving!

Fundraising for the Clean
Water Project has gone
j= well. Chuck Nienowand
7= Esther Tesh, Project Coor
= dinators, are pleased to
report that churches and
individual givers have
contributed sufficient funds to purchase and
ship the well drilling equipment and supplies|
Our house in Mississippiis up and  train local workers, and provide start-up cos
running well and is available on a first  for the first 2 wells as well as a subsidy for
come basis. We continue to work in our  several village wells.
own nelghborhood where there are stil The need for clean water is great in Nicg
FEMA trailers. We are also ready to start ragua as well as Honduras. Well drilling

another Habitat for Humanity house equipment and supplies are being shipped t¢
soon. | praise God that the first three we pyerto Cabezas and ADSIM, the developmd
have built are now occupied and we can  arm of the Nicaraguan Moravian Church.
move on to the next project. The project will begin there.

The other area of concern is Nicara- sybmitted by Chuck Nienow & Esther Tesh
gua. We are now ready to start sending
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s we start 2008 a reflection on mission families that received

2007 might be in order. Let’'s ask some level of support from
the question are we doing God’s will? the Mission Society. These families
In 2007 the Southern Province prepare have made significant sacrifices to
and celebrated the 350anniversary of spread the word of Jesus Christ, in

the Moravian church. The primary ob- some cases to people who have never
heard the gospel before. Let’s continue

jective of our celebration was not to
have a single event that was soon for- to support them with our prayers.
gotten, but to provide a continuum ever
that reflected our history. As a result ou
celebration was a renewed emphasis 0
outreach missions that would encourag
participation by all congregations. |
challenge all Moravians and their con-
gregations to keep our outreach missio
focus alive by participating in missions.
We might have a jump start based on
the participation of our youth in our
anniversary celebration at Wait Chapel.
They are blessed with a passion forthe

of people. Hurricane Dean struck

5 storm after creating significant dam-
age to the southem end of Jamaica.
Significant aid has been delivered to
the people of Nicaragua but there are
significant long term needs, such as

Ebert if you can help.

Disasters have affected the poores

Nicaragua and Honduras as a categon

rebuilding homes. Please contact Mark

Lastyear, 2007, witnessed

many other mission activities within the
Moravian Church. The question becomes

what lies ahead for 20087

We are all God’s children and will go

where we are called. 2007 mission pro-
jects will continue to grow in 2008. Reso-
lution 49 that was passed by the 2006
Synod will be implemented in 2008. The
2006 Synod directed the Mission Society
of the Southem Province, to establish and
oversee a special fund which will make
funds available to congregations for spe-
cific local mission projects. A portion of
the offering from the 550 Anniversary
Mission Lovefeast will be used to initiate
this mission directive. The Mission Soci-
The Mission Society sold the Mis- ety board will develop necessary guide-

Lord and eagerness to serve. They are sion residence in Old Salem. The soci- lines for evaluating each request forsuch

ety continues to provide housing for
our missionaries by partnering with

the future of our church and we must
support them in winning soulks for
Christ.

In the second year of the Youth
Mission Summit at Laurel Ridge, some
60 youth (a 300% increase) participate
with a passion for Gods calling. Ap-
proximately 100 of our youths partici-
pated in 13 mission trips both at home
and overseas. There were also thirteen
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This relationship will enable Hope’s

in missions. A restricted fund was es-
tablished with the proceeds fromthe

used to defray the cost of leasing the

parsonage. Thanks to Hope Women'’s
Fellowship for being host to our
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Hope church and leasing the parsonag Fol

congregation to increase their interest

sale, the return on the proceeds is beir

funds.

The Mission Society also needs a new
ding Coordinator for ONWARD, and

would like to thank George Chitty for his
many years of Coordinating Folding of
ONWARD for mailing. Please contact
Sheila Beaman at 336-773-1732 on how
you can help the society to keep your mail
coming.

Evon Crooks,President,Mission Society

Onward in living color? Contact Sheila sheaman@ mcsp.otg have it delivered to your email box

More newness to the Onward is
that you will now be able to have
each month’s Onward
[web link] sent to your
email address which will
enable you to see your

A s we begin a new year with the
Onward Magazine, the 28th!,
even Onward readers can look for-
ward to new life in each issue. In
addition to the most up-to-date mis-
sion news in the American Moravian
Church, each month will focus on a :
particular theme. This month’s theme the Onward in color. This
is “What is a mission church.” Other stronger internet emphasi
areas of focus will include children  will also serve to cut down
and mission, bringing inspiration to a on the Mission Society’s
congregation, family mission oppor- publication and mailing
tunities, leading or starting your own costs. Congregations will
missions committee, praying for mis- automatically receive their copy
sions, unreached peoples, and missic online, but you can receive yours by
strategies. Of course we’ll continue emailing Sheila Beaman at;

the regulars; Prayer Focus, Pray sbeaman@mcsp.org By requesting
Every Day, the President’'s Message, the email link, you will not continue
and the Youth Column. to receive your mailed copy unless

you so note.

One last note, the Onward’s Mailing
Committee, currently
meeting at Ardmore
Moravian the second
Wednesday of each
month (9:00AM), is still
in need of a Coordina-
tor. This is a limited
duty, but crucial posi-
tion that keeps the
Onward in production.
Please send your inquir-
ies into that coveted position to Sheila
Beaman at:sheaman@mcsp.org

Letters to the Editor should be ad-
dressed to:
moravianonward @yahoo.com
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hat might be lessons congre- Needing to learn.the kingdom
gations need to consider as Will be established not by human

they reflect on being agents of
God’s Mission in the world:

Needing to learn.that mission
begins with Christology not ecclesi-
ology. Following Jesus leads us to
mission, which leads to churches
gathering.

Needing to unlearn.the assump-
tion that starting churches naturally
leads to mission. It doesn't.
Churches default to self-focus
unless a commitment to be like
Jesus in the world comes first.

Needing to learn.that being global
means decentralizing power, deci-
sion making, information, all of it.
The Kingdom of God means minis-
try opportunities are available to
almost everyone.

Needing to unlearn.the American
church’s traditional focus on a su-
per-star speaker, worship leader,
educator, and shepherd, which
serves mainly to attract spectator's
rather than igniting the power of
everyone else.

Needing to learn.that we serve

not to convert but because we have homes 9think Monday Nigh'
been converted. We serve becauseyea| Site...only not limited , -

power or entertain ment, but by real- &

izing God’s concern for humanity
and the whole of society.

Submitted by Rev. Will Sibert, Ex-
ecutive Director of the American
Moravian Board of World Mission
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A s a pastor, | sometimes get to
hear and witness the little

things that often times go unnoticed
in the church. | see people turning
off lights following a function, pick-
ing up a stray piece of paper in the
sanctuary, slipping an extra $4000.
in the offering plate. It is one of the
blessings of being a pastor.

Perhaps less often, | also get to
witness the BIG things—even if the
room full of people don't realize
how BIG the thing is.

At our last Trustees :
meeting, while discussing = .=
creating a new ministry de- &b
signed to help the peopleir, = i
our community fix their 4

Christ has changed us and made usio Mondays, not limited to nights, ssion church ) I
servants to people who are hurting  and no meal included, and not at our MSSIoN church requires at least two

and lost.

Needing to unlearn.the assump-
tion that “Christian” is defined pri-
marily as acknowledging a moment
of conversion. Becoming a fol-
lower of Jesus depends on what
happens after that.

Needing to learn.to love people,
which means to see them healed,
educated, and given the same op-
portunities that we have.

Needing to unlearn.that the Chris-
tian faith is all about heaven. Too
often Christians have denied the
future by just waiting for the Sec-
ond Coming. We need a story that
includes the future.

church site), something profound
was said. Something HUGE was
uttered. Profound, not because of its
eloquence. Huge, not because of its
price tag.

The quote: “We are a mission
church.” The point at the time was
that this type of ministry to our com-
munity fits with the nature and char-
acter of who we have always been,
who we are struggling to be and
who we are in the process of becom-
ing. We are a mission church-we
have always been a mission church-
it is a part of our congregational
DNA. Furthermore, we need to
continue to deliberately be a mission
church.
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The key word is ‘deliberately’.
It's easy to be a mission church
when it is convenient for us, when
we're tired of chasing bats, when we
have a huge cash surplus and no
bright ideas on where or how to
spend it. It's easy to be a mission
church when a catastrophe strikes
and the call for help comes. It's
easy to be a mission church as long
as we get to choose in which mis-
sion field we will serve and to
whom we will serve as missionaries.

Being a mission church is
not easy because it prys the
ministry of the church out

of our hands and places it
squarely in the hands of
God, it pulls us away from
our own self-centeredness
and contentment. Being a

very important things:

1. Tolisten deeply to God’s call
and mandate for us to be ser-
vants—we cannot be missionar-
ies without wanting what God
wants.

2. To open oureyes and really see
our community-and the people
in it-and we need to talk to
them. We need to know their
hurts. We need to feel their
pains.

We are a Mission Church, and our
mission field is right here.

Hope Moravian Church Newsletter,
June 2007
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he Board of World Mission is

seeking ways for congrega-
tions to become involved in minis-
try to those living with the effects
of HIV/AIDS in our sister prov-
inces of Nicaragua, Guyana, South
Africa, Tanzania and Honduras.
All Moravian pastors in the West-
ern and Lake Provinces of Tanza-
nia attended HIV/aids training
courses. The pastor's wives in
those provinces attended similar
courses with advanced counseling
training planned.

Drs. Norvelle Goff and Gerard
Rudy at the Moravian Evangelical
Hospital and Clinic in Ahuas Hon-
duras are piloting a mobile Pre-
vention of Mother-to-Child Trans-
mission program. A team will go
into outlying areas on a quarterly
basis to test pregnant women and
others for HIV. Similar to the pro-
gram in Tanzania, they will
provide medication to counter the
virus of those who test positive, as
well as for their newborn. This
program was funded for the first
year through Doctors of the
World. We need to find the
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By Alex Berger, Age 10

resources to fund and to expand this

program.

How can we be involved?

PRAY for our mission work and for
those who suffer with HIV and AIDS

PRAY for our mission work and for
those who suffer with HIV and AIDS

LEARN about the disease and work
to combat the stigma and promote

dignity for all persons

VOLUNTEER to help with develop-

ing educational materials

BECOME INVOLVED locally in

AIDS ministry in your area

SUPPORT financially to local minis-
tries and to BWM HIV/AIDS minis-

try

CONTACT: Kim Bartholomew,
MPH, HIV/AIDS Coordinator,
BWM

kim@ mcnp.org
610-868-1732
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“...which of these three was a neighbor...Jesus san é8d do likewise’.”
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Sister Kim Bartholomew



Coordinator: Helen Gulledge

1. Lift the leaders of your congregation and albaf Moravian
churches. Pray for the newly elected board me mhethey
settle into their specific leadership roles. roles

2. Pray for the many people who continue to suftem the
effects of hurricanes and tornadoes, of floodind drought.
God how He would have you support them.

3. May we enter this season of Lent with an adtof humble-
ness. Let us learn to walk daily with our Lord,re&o show
mercy to those in our lives and those God givesotty@rtunity
to minister to.

4. Lift the schools in prayer today. Ask God td fhemon
your heart as the day goes by. Pray for proteciwoch peace for
the students and the teachers. Pray for seminaaiad profes-
sors

5.“... by waters calm, o’re troubled sea’ still ‘t@d’s hand hat

leadeth me.” No matter what comes into my lifeapd thank
you Jesus for your eternal presence in my life pHeé to live in
such a way that others will want to know You.

6.Sunday.This is he Lord’s day. Worship Him in truth and in
sincerity. Pray for those who worship Him in spifedire perse-

cution. Ask for protection and mercy for them andthose who

support them.

7. There are many suffering from HIV/Aids in mangges
where our church is trying to bring help and heglibord, bless
Kim Bartholomew and others who care for the illdahose
who care for the orphans created by Aids.

8. Pray forthose who are illand /or lonely, thagho are incar-

cerated and for those who are living in institusiarf various
kinds. Ask God to send his love to them in the faftoving
Christian people.

9. Pray for the people of Hooper Bay Alaska . TFigd the
new church (built by Samaritan’s Purse voluntedtsjng the
Christmas season. Pray that many people therdeglin to live
daily for Him.

10. Alaska Christian College is an educationalistig of the
Evangelical Covenant Church of Alaska “preparingiyg peo-
ple for whole-life discipleship.Pray for studentss&aff.

11. Thank God for organizations that make it soydasus to
help those in need. Ask Himto show you how to supthose
that reach the hurting, hungry people in your town.

12. Pray that a lot more congregations will joinhathe Board
of World Mission and the Moravian Church of West&anza-
nia in Adopting A Village to care for orphans arnght the ef-
fects of HIV/AIDS.

13.Sunday.“Be glad in the Lord and rejoice.” Prepare your
heart to receive the word of the Lord for you todagk God to

speak to your heart and to give you the strengththe vision to

take that word into your life.

14. Spend your prayer time today in praise, adomnaind
thanksgiving. Seek His presence; thank Him for \meois.
Praise Him for his grace and mercy.

15. Pray for the recently established Mountain Ehivtoravian

Pray Everyday Day

(
February 2008

Fellowship in Laurel Springs , near our beloved Baan
camp. Ask God to fill them with His Holy Spirit artd send
many who need Him to their door.

16. Pray for Bernie Fisher and Sandra’s House imaZdaya
Mexico fvww.sandrashouse.orgs many volunteers join him
in ministering to children in Mexico .

17. Pray for Lisa Mixon and Sheila Beaman who adstér
the Northern and Southern Mission Offices respettivThey
are blessed with numerous opportunities of witresssh day
and are great blessings to us. Thank Jesus for émehtis
presence in their lives.

18. Pray earnestly for Safiatu and Mohamed Brainoan the
Little Church on the Lane in Charlotte , and thexha-
Yiehun Community Church in Sierra Leone . Pray tihaty
may soon have enough support to build a school.

19. Pray for Will Sibert and his family. Pray fiwe Board of
World Mission as they move into a season of pretjmardor
their spring meeting. Ask God to bless them withcérn ment
and wisdom and great opportunity for ministry arithess.

20.Sunday. Lord prepare me to be a sanctuary” Fill me with
your Holiness, forgive my indiscretions, use my keass and
my willingness in witness to your greatness andryoercy

and love.

21. Pray for Sam Gray as he directs the intercalltonin istries
and communications of the Moravian Church in Ndxtiher-
ica and around the world for us. Pray for good theahd
great discernment.

22. Pray for Mark Ebert as he coordinates and dirde nu-
merous volunteers who are sent. Thank God forditk &nd
enthusiasm and his willingness to go and to serve.

23. Name all the names of missionaries you camuirpoayers
today. Ask God for protection, for open doors Masdom in
their ministry and most of all, for God’s will bevde.

24. “Breathe on me breath of God.”

25. Father, show us the beautiful ministry off8ancis of
Assissi. May it bring freshness to our ministries.

26.Let’s read the books of Luke and Acts in ongngjtfor
new and greater understanding of the events of Lent

27. Sunday. All glory and honor to You this day Lord. May
our worship bring joy to You and strengthen usum minis-
try for You this coming week. 28. Oh Lord—bringw and
clear understanding of Jesus to those who areifegaof Him
for the FIRST time today.

29. “Create in me a clean heart oh God and renegha
spirit within me.” Be the Lord of my life. | wilbe ever faith-
fulto You.

30. Most Holy and Gracious God—Your Name above all
Names! Come before us and lead the way. We avasts.

31.Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty! Let me be ase:
tuary; pure and holy, tried and true. With tharnksg, I'll be
a living sanctuary for YOU!
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Forthree weeks in November,
we participated in the OneS-
tory Quest training at a Youth With
a Mission (YWAM) base in Am-
sterdam, Holland.

In total, there were 20 trainers
and trainees. We enjoyed getting to
know this new group, which in-
cluded some missionaries who
have been on the field for over 30
years!

Our first two weeks were fo-
cused on learning Orality and Sto-
rying. Taught by the International
Mission Board, we each learned
how to prepare and craft a unique
set of Bible stories for our target
group. Each of us had an opportu-
nity to memorize and tell Bible
stories, and we learned how to pre-
sent, discuss, and test the stories
for accuracy.

Our final week was called Lan-
guage and Culture Acquisition,
which was taught by Wycliffe mis-
sionaries. In this week, we discov-
ered how to learn a language (and
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culture) from scratch, preparing
our own lesson plans and using a
language helper. For practice, we
spent the week learning Romanian!
The tools we learned will certainly
help us as prepare for our upcom-
ing project.

Here we are with some of our new
friends from the OneStory training,
Karin, who is from Holland, and
Augustina, from Ghana.

Kevin and Charity Manous serve in
ministry through Campus Crusade for
Christ to unreached people groups in
the Middle East. Contact them at:

Charity.Manous@ccci.org
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