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NUTS & BOLTS OF
MISSIONS IN THE
AMERICAN BOARD

OF WORLD MISSION

e OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS OF
OUR LONG-TERM RE-
TIRED/INACTIVE MISSION-
ARIES: SIMEON & EILEEN
MAR X
HECKMAN(18TH) MITZI
KIMBALL(31ST),

RICK NELSON(31ST).

e WILL & SAM ON THE
ROAD: VISITED MORAVIAN
SCHOOL(1,100 STUDENTS)
IN INDIA, MET WITH LO-
CAL BUDDHIST LAMA &
VISITED TIBETAN BUD-
DHIST MONASTERY “IN
CHARGE” OF AGRICUL-
TURAL MATTERS; THEY
DO CEREMONIES ASSOCI-
ATED W/ PLANTING &
HARVESTING.

e MAILING ADDRESS FOR
MICHAEL & CECILIA TESH-
RAY OF HOPE—P.O .B.
1372-80100, MOMBA SA,
KENYA.

e CLEAN WATER PRO-
JECT:AS SUMMER ENDS,
THE FIRST WELL IS BEING
DRILLED AT MORAVIAN
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL IN
PUERTO CABEZAS, NICA-
RAGUA.

e DR.REV.SAM MARX, RE-
TIRED MISSIONARY, FOR-
MER EDITOR OF ONWARD,
RECENTLY TURNED 91!

e JACK GEIS IS REPRE-
SENTING THE S.PROVINCE
AT A UNITY MTG. EXAMIN -
ING THE UNFOLDING
PHENOMENON OF THE
GROWTH OF THE CHURCH
IN AFRICA THIS MONTH.

Hospitality in

a Kanga

113 ] d ”
God’s cup is always open
his past July | spent fifteen days in Tanza-food and fellowship, and a personal gift for

nia, Africa. 1 was blessed with a ministry

teamoftwelve women representing Moravian
congregations in Canada, North Carolina,
Pennsylvania, and Wisconsin. Our trip was
; - Spirit filled as
we worked with
% Tanzanian
women who
were celebrat-

® ing their first

Eﬂ Women's Con-
) ference. While
in Tanzania we
were blessed by
the gits of
hospitality and
generosity.
Every stopwe
made included
Whitney, Anne, Patty, Robertagan official wel-

and Molly come, atime of

“Where did you see

each teammember. Over and over again we
heard,"We have a small git for you sothat
youwill remember us when you return home’.
As ifwe could forget them. We received
many beautiful things, but theone I've come

to appreciate most is the Kanga.

Kangas are long rectangularpieces offab-
ric, printed with bright festive patterns offlow-
ers, shapes, Moravian Seals, lambs, etc.,
placed inside a colored border, and sold as two
matching pieces. Kangas are wrapped around
a waist like sarongs, worn as headscarves,
placed around the shoulders as a shawl on
windy days, used as blankets, tablecloths, or
curtains, and made into brightly colored skirts,
dresses, and shirts by skilled tailors. They
cradle babies peering out at you romtheir
mother's backs as they travel to get water from
the local well or negotiate a good price for
corn or rice at the local market.

Continued on Page 4

God today?”’

Laurel Ridge Mission Camp

hen | was a youth (inthe mid-twentieth

century), the concept of missions was
distant, and, literally, foreign. My church
“sponsored” (through annual collections) mis-
sionaries in far-offlands that | was only
vaguely aware of. Occasionally | would see
pictures ofthese missionaries or read about
their work, but | never met them. Their efforts
were totally removed romand mysteriously
alien tothe world | livedin.

When my wife and | joined Raleigh Mora-
vian Church, it soon became wonderfully obvi-
ousthat mission within this congregation had
been defined quite diflerently rom my own

previous church experience. When the obliga-

tory “Mission Sunday” rolled around, we were
totally awed by theyouth and adult members
ofthe congregation whotold theirstories of
the mission tipsthey had been part ofduring
the lastyear. They shared how those experi-
ences touched and changed their lives as well
as thelives ofthose whomthey had served.
Continued on Page 6
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A Message From Our President—Listening for Needs

I recently read an article entitled
“Listening with Love” written by Pas-
tor Rick Warren and author of the book
“The Purpose Driven Life”. Dr. Warren
is the pastor at Saddleback church in
Lake Forest, California. Athough listen-
ing, sounds easy, it can be one of the
most difficult things to master. Listening
is askill that must be developed. Here ar
five ways to have your voice heard and
be a better listener: 1) Choose the right
time to speak/listen; there is atime and
place for everything (Ecclesiastes). 2)
Open the lines of communication; ques-
tions are a good way to provide clarity

and engage listeners. 3) Listen before yo

answer, do not interrupt; the Bible says,
he who gives an answer before he hears
it is folly and shame to him (Proverbs
18:13). 4) Say what youmean; diminate

mixed messages. 5) End with an encour-

aging word; always conclude your con-
versations with commitment to your rela-
tionship and love for the person. What is

Summer in Kenyo—A

reetings fromthe family in Kenya.
August has been an active and busy

month. We had a wedding. James and Amyioyed having eggs here at the base also.

got married August 9. James is John’s right
hand man and Any is a transplant rom
Virginia. She has been helping at Ray of
Hope for about a year. It is always a great
celebration whenwe have a wedding.

The kids are out ofschool on holiday
this month. We have been keeping them

busy around the camp. There is always yardNi" have her certificate to be a preschool

work and we are still working on the septic
system. We had Bible camp and had about
125 children. Ourkids are really good at

ministering to the local children.

Penny is one ofour staff and a preschoolhe us.
teacher. She and her son Maro have moved gye to al, Michael and Ceci

to Tana River. She is still part of Ray of
Hope, she just moved closerto home and
she is working in our medical dinic there.
We officially opened a full time clinic there
the firstof August. There is such a great
need there. We were having just an occa-
sional clinicthere, but we have a building
and a full time staff now. God works in

wonderful ways.
We have eggs! The chickens have

Svhere we do listen but there are

the point of speaking if no one is listen-tress. Show them, there is someone who
ing? hears and will always be there for them
; iccinn & even when they seem to
to h,gs WE pUrsue varous mission @N stand alone. Iill'sten as they
p our neighbors both near \% struggle with their faith and
and far, do we listen to their = 99 h hei
needs or do we provide a soluti _encourage them, on their
prematurely? There are many journey with the Lord. Listen
examples of mission outreach _as they gve praise and rejoice
f in kn.owmg that this will be a
others where we fll short. Our re- blessing to us all.
sponse to the Nicaraguan people ater As you listen and suppott various
hurricane Fdix is agood example of usmission projects please take the time to
listening and responding to their needs.come and celebrate mission accomplish-
As you can remember, their homes werments with us at our annual Mission
destroyed and many trees were up Lovefeast at Kernersville Moravian on
Fboted. In response to their needs we November 2, 2008. The Band Prelude
provided them with saws to convert thebegins at 2:30 p.m. and Lovefeast ser-
trees into lumber for rebuilding their  vice at 3:00 p.m. Please bring pictures of
homes. your mission experiences for display and
When we see people in need we Iist(_en as others share theirmission ex-
should listen to the words of Jesus ChriSf"ence.
who said we should share the burden oEvon Crooks, member of New Philadel-
our fellow citizens. We hear him in phia Moravian Church, is the President
those who are burdened by sin and dis-of the Mission Society Bd of Directors.
[ J [ J
Wedding, Full-time Staff, and Eggs!
started laying eggs and John has taken two
loads to Mombasa to sell. We have en-

Another project growing and blossoming.

Ceci is great. She justwent tothe do¢-
tor and she is 21 weeks pregnant and she
is gaining weight. She still has some sick-
ness, butit has improved so much. She
completed her schooling this month. She
has to take an examin December and she

teacher.

God is so awesome and ithas been a
blessed month. Continue to pray for us 2
and we are praying for all our friends in This inviting book explores the Christmas
celebrations ofthe Moravian Church inthe
South, whose members were marking the
holiday as eally as the 1780sin ways recog-
nizable to modern Americans. This colorful
resource is profoundly researched, abun-
dantly illustrated, and brings history to life.

It also reveals the impact Moravian mis-
sionaries and mission endeavors have
played in our Christmas traditionSuthor
Nancy Smith Thomas is a resident of
Winston-Salem, North Carolina and
frequently presents lectures and workshops
on Christmas decorations and traditions.
The book can bepurchased by calling UNC

Press, 1-800-848-6224.

Oh God of ev'ry nation,
of ev'ry race and land,
redeem your whole
creation with your

almighty hand.

William W. Reid, J¥. (1958)
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Cooperation & Ecumenicalism in Puerto Limon, Costa Rica

ola fom Puerto Limon Costa At our inauguration we were askex all, in Proverbs 3:6 it says “if you trust
H Rical to share a few words about our calling in God, he will clear the road for you to
to Costa Rica. We could include every follow.™
_ thing we said but instead we would In this time of growth we biing to
The school year is off to a wonderfu Simply like to share the heartofour v, several prayer requests:
start with 35 regu- sentiments: . "
larly attending Were here for »  Pray for our continuing transition

musicians enrolled J#% the money. into life in Limon as well as our

in our fledgling Al joking health as we adjust to the culture.

program & _ aside we are here «  For our families as they realize

Escuela de Musica : to worship, how far away we are and our pro-

y Alabanza, or | ¢ A *  serve, and wit- longed absence over the course of
3 e future first graduating class of the |

Our first trimester of new School of Iglusicanc?Adoration in a{?&ﬁ;gﬂﬁzéﬁ For the development team as they

class is proving that Puerto Limon, Costa Rica because in the plan for the construction of our

the students are midst of our busy new building.

quick and able learners. This creates |ives we heard a call and trustedin ~ *  For healing in a city that has long

much anticipation for the second times Gog. We believe that there are great been neglected

ter which starts in this month (October). things in store for the people of Limon )

i i . — "~ Your Antioch Servants,
In fact, the excitement is so greatthat  and we hope to share in the revitaliza- ,
many people have already registered. tjon of this home away home. Ater ~Roman Brady & Morgan Smith

Summer Full of Mission Experience—New Relationships

his summer | was very fortunate to be After | got back from mission camp, | ofwater damage! The couple that lived in
able to go ontwo diflerent mission  had about a day and a halfto wash my this house continued to live in the upstairs

trips. The first one wasto Laurel Ridge  clothes and repack to go to Ocean with all ofthat water damage. The water
Mission Camp and the second was to Mis-Springs, Mississippi for a mission trip to had gottenin the walls and started to
sissippi. help thevictims ofKatrina. This was the mold. We had to weargloves and mask so
second year for my churgh that we would not breathe in
During the week that | was at Laurel  (and parents) to go, but 4 '—w‘ any ofthe harmful black

Ridge, | learned so much about myself. | my first. Ater hearing all
became a lot closer to my church youth andfthe stories romthe
met a ton more friends. My church worked people thatwent last yea
at a horse farmthat had a therapeutic ridinpwas so ready to get
center. Our job was toweed and mulch a down there and do my
bank that had lots oferosion. After that wepart. Atter the 12 hour
used rocks to decorate the bank with the drive | was energized to
centers logo. While doing the work we  get working.

were ableto interact with
some ofthe people that me“AIthough myfirstmonth of The first

mold. We worked two days
at thishouse. Although the
work was hard and it was

& very hot and humid in Mis-
sissippi, this experience was
so meaningful. | was able to
hear thehorror stories ofthe
people that lived thorough
Katiina. | saw the damage
that was done and | saw how

center services and also play gymmer break | was on house that they were able to restart their
with the horses. After we mission trips, | had more we worked at was Ms. lives. But most ofall | connected to my
were finished with the bank,fyn and had more meaning¥ay's. She had hadsome  church family like I never thought possi-
we cleaned some ofthe ful memories than if | was 1ood damage fromthe ble. It was a life changing experience and
stalls. This was a nasty job hanging out with my stormandthe siding on the | will never forget it. Although my first

but Ihad so much fun. Al- friends”.. back ofher housewas wind month ofsummer break | was on mission
though we had some dirty and water damaged. We trips, I had more fun and had more mean-
and sometimes smelly jobs3 replaced the siding and ingful memories than ifl was hanging out
we made the best ofit. | had a great and painted it. We aso tiled a floorthat had with my friends. | was so blessed to have
unforgettable time. been flooded and also painted a bedroonthese experiences. | thank God for this

Ater the majority ofthe workwas fin-  time.
When wewere not at the site working, ished, halfofour group went to ancther
we were back at Higgins Lodge singing, house and the reststayed to finish Ms. Hanna Cheek is a freshman in highschool
playing games, and just making new May's. Atthe second house, we gutted anda member of Calvary Moravian
friends. The time that | had at mission camphe entire first loor. The house had had 6Church. of Winston-Salem, NC.
will never be forgotten and the friendships feet ofwater in the house and the house
that | made will ways be cherished. was 2 feet offofthe ground. That is 8 feet



2ND Mile Project Hospitality

M oravian congregations that fully participate in doenmon minis- Continued from Page 1

tries ofthe Northem and Southem Provinces ace@raged to More than a piece ofclothing, the giving, receiyin
go the "second mile"in word mission. The SecoriteMrojects below 4 wearing ofa kanga marks significant eventEain-

are submitted by our partners and afirmed by therB ofWorld Mis- i 'lie. "New bom babies are wrapped in a kag

sion. birth, girls are given a new kanga to mark theggzge

o L . into womanhood, special guests are honored with the
The Board of World Mission invites Missioncseties, fellowship gift ofa kanga, on their wedding night husbands an

groups, church school classes and individuals agegfully consider wives each wear halfofa kanga. Kangas are passed

investing in a 2nd-Mile Project. Choose any ofphejeds listed below  qown from mother to daughter, each representing a
and discoverthe joy ofshared ministry with brashend sisters rom '

around the Moravian Unity! difierent event and conveying a specific thought.

Each kanga is stamped, atthe bottomin @red!
rectangular box, with a wisdomsaying. Considered
Swalhili proverbs, thewords on the kanga are ingrt
Some serve as blessings, some lift up family $ideme
warn againstgossip orinvite discussion abo ug iehi,
politics, or culture. Here are a few examples:

Honduras

1. Assistance for“ Street Children Project” in Radrempira  $500
2. New orused computers (laptops and desktops).

3. Keyboards (music) for local congregations.

Submitted bythe Rev. Julian Platino, Superintenden
Kombe la Mungu liwazimeans ‘God's cup is open”

Costa Rica Penzila mama haliisimeans A mother's love doesn't end”

1. Assistance for Spanish hymnal project. $2000 Mhesabu visapendo haiwemeans Whoever counts

Submitted by Dr. Leopold Pixley, Superintendent the mistakes oftheir fiends can never love”

2.10 eledronickeyboards are needed for the $aiddusic $200 Chakukupa sinaila nakuombea dueans| have noth-
and Worship in Limon, Costa Rica. ing to give you except to pray for you”

Submitted bythe Moravian Church in Costa Rica Mola atayamaliza wala sina wasiwaseans 1 amnot

wortied because God is going to take care ofme”

Eastern WestIndies _ Ingawa tumeachanayaliobaki ni mazoeeans Even
1. Trinidad—For furnishings and car for their neasfprand  $2,000 though we have separated, our past experiencedives
family rom Sikonge for the L'anse Noir Congregaio '

Submitted by the Moravian Church in EWI, Trinidad Many, simply by wearing a kanga, invite those

around themto jointhemin the joy of praising God
- . serving theLord, and celebrating the Christiam lif
anzania L . L .

. e Faithis like a kanga. Think ofit, like a kandgth
1. Roofs for the following church buildings: comes in diferent shapes, sizes, and colors. hike

ltiga $500 kanga, our faith has many uses, we can wrap oweselv
gﬁ:;gu ig%% in it during troubling times, we can apply it torou
Maswa $500 thoughts and _actlons leading us to be rr_lore_Juemgo
and compassionate, and we can share itwith those
2. Renovation ofan old building formerly used tayly $2,000 around us as welive in community with one another.
missionaries in Tabora; converting it to a‘tBaa Retreat Like a kanga, our faith is with us in all circumstas
Center.” calling usto care for others and challenge usstmbre

like Christ. Like a kanga, our faith transformsarsl
can be transformed into a variety of ministries whe
worked on by dedicated and skilled disciples. Lake

3. Seminar/workshop on “Evangelismand Spirituabh, $1000
Church Polity and Administration” for local exgelists.

4. Assistance on the establishment ofa * Vocatioairing $1000 kanga, our faith celebrates various events ands@mota
Center” for youth in Sikonge. Materia itemglinde: motorbikes in our personal and spiritual lives. Kangas asspd
for ministers and keyboards for choirs in rusgas. down fromgeneration to generation; just as we pass

Submitted by the Rt. Reverend Isaac Nicodemo faith onto our children and grand-children. Kaniga

display words ofwisdomfor all to see, our faishdis-

Keep these Moravian churches in yourpragethey gowtheir ~ Played aswe sharewith others God's Spirit oflgug,
mission ministiies. Checks can be made out toBbard of World pleace, patlgnzlaf, klndnelﬁsAggo;jQ&ssléfanhmIgess,
Mission’, designating the 2nd Mile Project whidskiould be direced  {1€ness, and selfcontrol. And, like a kanga, $inity

towards. wearing faith everyday, we invitethose aroundaus t
Visit http//www.moravianmisson.org/ for the mostupo-date 2nd 10N Us inpraising God, serving the Lord, and bedé-
Mile Project news fromthe Moravian Board of Wadésion. For ing our Christian life.

inspiring or creative ways of inspiring your missioommittee or con- Fromthe love they have for each other, ®ltive
gregation on adopting a project such as these,aminiill Kolodziej they showeron theirguests, from the simplicityreir

(Westem District) afillannk @charter.net, Glenna Tasedan (Southem  everyday lives to the bold acclamation oftheittai
Province) atmoravianonward@yahoo.com or Lisa Mixon (BWM) at from the food they eat to the clothes they wear, th
lisa@mcnp.org. Christian people in Tanzania celebrate their favhat
awonderful example for us to follow.
By Rev. Cynthia Rader Geyer
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1.“in Himyou are being built together to beconeveelling in which
God lives by His Spirit” Ep 2:22 Live a life thatilhbe a witness to
the indwelling of God’'s Holy Spirit. Pray for thosénomyou know
and work with, family members or neighbors who @dbknow Jesus

as their Savior and Lord.
2. Give usboldness to speak thetruth with disoent and grace and

to follow your leading. Pray for the Board of WoNtission as they
spend today in a spiritual retreat. Bless themtaedission Societies

ofthe Moravian Church around the World.
3. Pray for the Board of World Mission as they meetay and tomor-

row in Bethlehem, Pa. Ask God's blessing on GeRurdy as he
visits in and around Winston-Salemwith news frowea tlinic in Au-

has, Honduras. (Oct. 3-13)

4. Father, bless the programs, services, and teetiafour churches.
Bless the chairs, Bible study groups, fellowshipugps, and other
small group eforts that seek to nurture your peopkt your word be
taught and heard.

5. Sunday-“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord Almightyhe whole earth is
full of Hs Glory” IS 6:3 Pray for Franklin Grahame Samaritan’s
Purse, ministering all over the world.

6. Pray for George Goffwho flies a mission plamte the deepest
areas ofHonduras to take people to the Moraviapital. Praise God
for Georg€'sloving pastoral care.

7. Pray for President Bush and his advisergifyrand all local
governing bodies, that they may hear thevoichdeltord, and act
accordingly. Pray for all ofour men and women &enin the mili-
tary, in war zones as well as on thehome front.

8. Pray for intemational bible studies; i.e., Biltudy Fellowship,
and Community Bible Study, and for the leadersstmdents who
attend these studies.

9. Pray for all retired ministers, missionarestpes, Sunday school
teachers, bible study leaders, as well as thoseamhstill actively
leading inthese activities ofworship.

10. Thank you for loving, caring people who appagethose who
serve as called.
11. Sunday.“A Sabbath rest remains for the peopod” Heb 4:9.

Pray for the Braimas and their missionary effomtSierra Leone.
Praise God for the many open doors he has proddador the lives

that havebeen added to the lamb's Book ofLife.

12. Father, may the good works ofour global miszig teams be-
come familiar to thosewho sit in routine, comfiataworship ser-
vices each week.

13. Father, in a nation, pethaps a woild, beingerhempted by pleas-
ures ofthe flesh each and every day, letus litaps. Enableus to
live a life that will withess to your greatness.

14. May our gratitude for our Moravian missionaffpes become
greater day by day, week by week. Inspire eacts adwoffer our-
selves to you in service to others.

15. Pray for the presidents and members ofthe PiB€president
and all members of Mission Societies ofthe MomaGhurch. Pray

that many other peoplewill take interest in andput the mission
efforts ofthe Moravian Church around the worldhe praise and

honor ofJesus.
16. Pray God's protection for the entire Woo fanaky/they live and

Pray Every Day

2008

witness to people in Asia. Pray for peace and stfipothem as
they minister so far away from friends and family.
17. Pray for those people in jails around the wdrtath civilian and

military. Pray for those who take thewonrd intdgand prisons. Ask
that many hearts will be open to receive Jesusigwstich hard

times.

18. Pray for the Moree family in Europe and othvel® are working
in translation ministries. Pray for peace, healiti support for them.
Pray for encouragement, understanding ofthe lapguaonetary
system, and other aspects oflife in another cguntr

19.Sunday - Thankyou, Father, for those who ssavaith-

fully. Blessthosewho put personal comiorts sddm fulfilling the
mission you call us to...to ‘Go’

20. Pray for Tom Conrad and the seminary in Bethatka. Pray
for the students and their families. Itis not elsythemto spend
that much time away fomhome as they try to mareag@ébsistence
life style.

21. Thank God for all Stephen Ministers.Pray thay will be
available to those who need their ministry. Encgerathers to offer
themselves in this ministry to others.

22. For the beauty ofthe earth, oh Lord we pra@e For the love
that surrounds us and keeps us dose toyou, wd stawe and
bless yourHoly name.

23. Thank you for those who use their gifts anérits to lead and
witness to young people in your name. Help allofureach out to
the youth around us and to share our lives andvitness with
them. Raise you for themand their withess to us.

24.Pray for those who are shut- ins and are unialdet out to wor-
ship and do routine activities. Pray also for widowidowers and
others who are might be aloneor lonely

25. Pray for those attending the Unity meetingntglplace in Cape-
town, Africa thisweek to discuss the Moravian gilogwhenomenon
there.

26. Sunday-* You shall be holy, for I the Lord ydgaod amholy.”
Lev 19:2 Spend a little more time with the Lord @agdFind time to
listen for His urgings. Allow Himto love you. Psa Himfor His
wondrous love and forgiveness.

27.Pray for Mark Ebert and the Moravian Disastesgonse. Ask
God what your role in this vital ministry should.Rray for the
safety ofthose serving in thisway.

28. Pray for those who are shut- ins and are unalget out to wor-
ship and do routine activities. Pray also for widowidowers and
others who are might be aloneor lonely.

29. Give thanks to God for Michael and Cecilia Test their dedi-
cation to the orphans, pre-schoolers, and babitseihRay ofHope”
compound in Shimba Hills. Pray for blessings agirtichicken/egg
project. May Cecilia stayin good health.

301 can do all things through himwho strengthews” Ph.4:13
Give strength and graceto Anne and Rob Thiessehimgpamong
the Mixtec.

31l can do all things through himwho strengthewrs”

Ph4:13 ..and nothing I doin my own strength wtllvive, there-

fore, Father, help me to rely on you for every dieci | make today.
Help me to remember to praise and thank you foryhieg you do

form and through me today.

Contributor to the Pray Every Daythis month wadddeésulledge. To contributeto Pray Every Daytmegrnth, email Helen @AKCC.org.



“Where Did You See God Today?”

Continued from Page 1 Ridge that atternoon.

We were moved to tears by the sincerity and We continued to make excellent pro-

love they expressed for their mission experigress each day ofthe week, buton Thurs- 1

ence. |knew that | wanted to have that day morningwe grew fearful thatwe Of TOd_ayS Storles

experience for myself might not finish before we had to leave to Raleigh Moravian to Ocean Springs
When one lets it be known within a head home to Raleigh. Itwas then that ; _:q

church that they are willing to volunteer, ~ 2n9€ls, in the brmoftwo otherleaders

; ; ; : from Raleigh Moravian and three Laurel
they will experience no delay in becomin X o9 -
ac?\//ely engaged. So, vvhenyl expressedgrn}R.'dge M'ss'cm Stafl, appeared onsite and
interest in missions, | was immediately in- Pitched into help complete the job.
vited to join the Moravian Youth Fellow- A successful building projectgave all
ship, attend their Sunday evening meetingsofus great satisfaction, but the manual
and mark my calendar for Laurel Ridge labor we provided inthe mountainsis a
Mission Camp (LRMC). LRMC is the mis- small portion ofwhat is oflered and re-
sion experience that we provide for our ceived on a mission trip.
middle school youth, and this was my sec- Our homeowners, Maddie and Ray-

ondyear attending this trip. mond, and their playful dog Molly, be-
As aveteran, | had a genera idea of came our friends. Youth and leaders
what to expect. On amissiontrip, | have woulddrift into Maddie's living room or
come to expect delightful and heart- kitchen to chat, prepare string beans for
warming surprises. canning, or listen to Maddi€'s stories
about life in the mountains. Raymond
began theweek by observing our eforts
with the project but was soonlending a
hand or a sageword ofadvice regarding
the nailing, sawing, or drilling being done.
By mid-week, hewas anindispensable
member ofthe crew. Maddie and Ray-

Teammembers lined up nailing the shingles

ospitality in a Kanga—Tanzania

The week starts with the selection or
assignment ofwork crews. This year, the
boys werevastly outhumbered by gifs,
although that doesn’t really matter, as | had
learned on my previoustrip. Girls at this
age are very competentwith hand and
power tools, and very quick studies when ’ )
taught something new. By the end ofthe mond opened their home_ar_ld theirhearts
week, they are all capable ofconsistently 0 US- They were appreciative ofour ef
hitting anail with a hammer, taking accurat@®'ts: They welcomed us into theirlives g C&‘&“\bq: >

Worship

.. . . 1.
measurements, and operating a sliding co _nd nade a p_osmve and lasting impres- }'-'-"F ' .'1;3‘_'-?"#‘1
pound electric miter saw — all without injury S'O1 ON the minds and hearts ofour youngY # g -~

or mistake ofany significance.

Our assigned project consisted of build-_Fach evening, all the youth and adults &
ing aseven-bot wide deck connecting the from Raleigh Moravian would a;semble to
existing front and side porches ofa small geﬂgct Léponnihe daﬁ/' Where did lz/oé’ sfee
ranch-style house built into about a thirty od today?”was the question asked o

degree slope. For various reasons, we wergach 0fus. The answers ouryouth gave I8
would make you laugh and make you cry;

instructed to make ourdeck a free-standing .

structure, unattached to the house. make you proud andleave you stunned;

o make you think and make you thankful.

Our first task was to dig thiteen post- There was nothing fake or rehearsed. Tranzania Moravian Church
holes, with good old-fashioned posthole  Their words and their emotions weretrue
diggers. The camp did not have an auger, gnq real. They vauetheir mission experi-

and finding one to rent did not ook promis-ence, and they would love to tell you
ing. |stood there on Monday morning about it!

wondering ifwe would be ableto finish
digging thirteen holes in a week, much less
build adeck over them. Next Month:Another reporton MDR

My crew threw themselves into the post-
hole-digging task like warriors. One you:j

teenagers.

Submitted by Ray Ansley

lady actually loved digging holes, and she] ONWARD is published by the Moravian Mission Sogjesouth, Inc. Sub-
set the example that the rest ofus followed. scriptions cost $10./year. Editor: Glenna J. flase Mission Society membef-
By some miracle that occurred right under| ship is $20./year for Seniors & Students, and $2&r/and includes Onward edch
my nose and watchiul eyes, we had man-| gt Checks are payable, and mailed tavission Society, 500 S. Churc
aged to complete the digging ofthirteen St., WinstonSalem NC 27108. News submissions to:

holes and have seven posts set in concretp . o L

by the end ofthe first day! We were ex- moravianonward@yahoo.conPray Every Day ministry participation to Helgn
hausted, but we felt a great dea ofaccomy Gulledge at helen@akcc.orgONWARD is on the world wide web:at
plishment on our van ride back to Laurel www.bethabara.org/ONWARD. htm




The Indiscriminate Sweeping of a Pandemic-Series: Part 2 of 2

he past several years saw renewed Church of South Africa (MCSA). The (also known as Bushmen) and early Dutch
zeal and passion fromthe Churchin organization is led by the Lutherans and settlers — who lived on the Western Cape
South Africa in its fight against social each denomination pays annual dues  where the church originated in the 1730s.

injustice. The Churchis empowered and although its budget ofabout R1 million  The term*“ colored” was designated
emboldened in its fight against HIV/AIDS per annumis derived mostly rom fund- through the stratification process that
and otherissues ofcommon concernto thiagin the West. Itis broad-based with an characterized the apartheid era. African

poor and destitute. As it breaks the si-  extensive agenda, and operates inten  blacks weredenigrated to the lowest level
lence, its voiceis growing louder in re-  separate countriesin Southern Africa.  ofracial hierarchy. This has contributed to
sponse to the painful lament racial tension between thetwo
ofGod's children as the groups, exacerbated by an asser-

pandemic continues to rob
Continent ofits children, its
possibilities and its future.

It is mobilizing leaders and
resources and has begun t
create real change through

tion that HIV/AIDS stiictly

affects only African blacks.
Unfortunately, these erroneous
n beliefs notonly undermine ef
1 . forts ofreconciliation but fur-

ther contributeto the spread of

educating its members and the disease. The question of
communities aboutthe im- denial is still very real as Alice
portance ofeducation — Sears, another member of the

prevention, abstinence, testing and treat- For the past fiteen years, its main objec- Likewise AIDS Ministry teamthat visited
ment, and remaining on treatment - and tives have been primarily HIV/AIDS and last November, stated in her artigiehe
reverence for the gitt oflife. The Church the upliting ofthe disadvantaged com- May issue oThe MoravianMany South

is working to change the behavior pattemsnunities across Southem Africa. Its fo- Africans who have lost loved ones have
ofthe young adult demographics (betweeswus has also been on educating, training, yet to acknowledge thatthose persons
the ages of15-24), wherethe percentageand empowering leaders at all levels of died of AIDS or of AIDS related diseases.
ofprevalenceis higher than in other churches as well as women and young
demographics. In addition to its personal people atthe grass roots level.
engagement with those living with AIDS,
the Churchis also working in tandemwith
government agencies and NGOs to find
solutions to break down the cultura bari-
ers to combat stigma that is so deeply
CONNECTEd 10 th e (i S 6 A
The Church has been “Many South Africans who

Despite these setbacks, the Churchis
on a mission for positive change and mo-

With support fromLUCSA and other mentumis gaining across al denomina-
funding sources in the United States tions. In comparison to the late 1990s,
(U.S.) and Europe, the Masangane Mora-there has been a significant upsurgein the
vian AIDSprogrambegan in 2005. The response ofthe public sectors, too. AIDS
program, which has been  education and activismare evident across
evaluated byinstitutions in  the fullsodetal spectrum. Billboards ad-

- A as well as by institu- vocating preventionin all ofthe 11 offi-
gﬁl(ljei? itsoilr:\éeitr::]e ci??,&)f_l have kiks]t I\clnwve(;j onss hive Y€lionsin the U.S. and in cial languages ofthe land tower above
s th apthegres onse t%ggn od':d gfelf\lgtsto?so? Europe, is considered a  city streets and in rural areas; there are

IS as P p s d pioneer ofits kind. The frequent publicservice announcements on

unfolds. Fundamental to  AIDS related diseases. “
our faith, Christ directs

us through the scripuress—mmm7 7],
e Truly I tell you, whatever you did
for one ofthe least ofthese brothers and
sisters ofmine, you did for mg¢Matt

25:40 TNIV) Meeting these new chal-
lenges in very practical, hands-on ways o
caring for the sick, ministering to the hurt
and the dying, and nurturing the caregiv-
ers is aliving testimony ofone's faith.
And, incredibly, once more, in times of
tremendous distress, South Africans are
poised to teach the world new lessons of

genesis ofMasangane was television and radio. Schools are skillfully
the brainchild ofthe late utilizing the intemet to educate, break the
Rev. Mgcoyi, who was a silence, and combat stigma. Peer groups,
Moravian pastor, a teacher and leader, spedal choirs, andtheatrica performers
and the Rev N. Matinisi, both fomthe  tour the country with spedal cultural skits,
Eastern Cape, and the Rev. Renate Cochsongs and stories, intended to reach outto
ane, a German missionary, working at people ofall ages to help themunderstand
he time in South Africa, and others the importance of prevention and getting
within the Moravian Church on the East- tested and even dispelling harmful myths.
ern Cape. The name, “ Masangane” ,“to Many mining companies that have lost
embrace” in the Xhosa language, con- more than hafoftheir migrant workforce
veys a powerful message fromthe South and experiencing serious shortfall in prof
African Moravian Church as it strives to its, have begun creating in-house dinics
) ) follow theteachings of Christ. Even as  for educating, testing, treatment, and care
suvival, courage and compassion. some progressis being made through  oftheir employees. The government has
One ofthe largest and most eflective Masangane, there is still major work to  rolled out comprehensive AIDS programs
Christian organizationsinvolved in help- be done to transformattitudes ofbiases in all major cities, free to all South Afri-
ing to meet the spiritual, sodal, health, and prejudices of many leaders and cans who can't aford payment. In addi-
political, and economical challenges is theme mbers within the Church. It is no acd- tion, social programs have been instituted
Lutheran Communionin Southern Africa dent that the Masangane programorigi- to help aleviate poverty: child grants for
(LUCSA). Formerly the Federation of nated inthe Eastem Cape where the ma- all children under age twelve, disability
Lutheran Churchesin SA, and founded injority ofresidents representthe poorest grants for persons with a CD4 count under
1966 to promote fellowship among its ofthe poor. The congregations ofthe 200, foster grants, and pension grants for
congregations, it has evolved into MCSA are comprised primarily of Afi-  the elderly, a benefit to unsung grand-
LUCSA, acommunion ofseveral ofde- can blacks and “coloreds,” people of mothers who have become the primary
nominations, induding the Moravian mixed races - the indigenous San people Continued on Page 8
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Sweeping of a Pandemic—Part 2 of 2, Series

Continued from Page 7
caregiveroftheir grandchildren due to

sangane program. They have outlined an and lovelavished on the patients by the staff.
impressive agenda and are positioning them- Support groups, comprised offormer clients

AIDS. There are over 200 Non-Govemmentalselves to aggressively seek funding athome who have resumed meaningful lives in their

Organizations (NGO), both national and in-

ternational, working on all aspects of combat--line ofsurvival for many peoplein rura

ingthedisease, ranging romresearch for

and abroad. The value ofMasangane is a lifsown communities, are living examples to
those afraid ofdisdosing their status and
areas wherethe centers are located; its valuecome forward for testing and treatment. Some

finding a cure, to lobbying for less expensive to those communities is predous. Through
drugs, to providing basic education about  on-site visits with clients/patients and their
prevention. The combin cor———————== fa milies, Kimand | had the
effort on prevention and  “These are indeed ‘mustard opportunity to experience both
eradication of AIDS in  Seeds of hope’ which have beguihe pain and joy oftheir shared
South Africa is a pro- to yield the fruits of the spirit, stories ofdesperation, courage,
foundly massive operation that are slowly but assuredly and survival. At every home, we

ofthese women, and they are mostly all
women, travel long distances, sometimes on
foot, to attend weekly meetings where they
affirm each other and help comfort and

soothe the anxieties ofnew clients. These are
indeed “ mustard seeds ofhope” which have
begun to yield the fruits ofthe spirit, that are

which is gaining momen- drowning out thelament of “O, heard expressions ofgratitude to slowly but assuredly drowning out the lament

God,Why?” Instead, the soundshe Moravians for saving lives
own history and the sur-  of praising and praying are  and uniting families. Patients/
vival and determination of growing louder...,” clients and medical profession-
itspeople, | amconvincetbeaemmmmm als praised the vision and com-
that South Africa is on a trajectory ofinevita- mitment ofthe Moravian Masangane pro-

tumdaily. Based on its

ble change for the better. There is no questiogram. The Church has brought renewed hope

that giventhe scale ofthe problem, change
will take time. But whatis important is that
key players across the political, civic, social,
and religious spectrums are now fully en-
gaged.

Conversations with the leadership ofthe
MCSA as well as the Moravian Department
of Development, Diaconic and Welfare Ser-
vices have ensured the expansion ofthe Ma-

to the people livingwith AIDS and to their
families and part ofthat hopeis conveyed
through the incredibly small and dedicated

home where care workers and treatment
counselors were welcomed, with the kind of
affection reserved for beloved family mem-

B
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staffthat serves each ofthe centers. Expres-
sions of sheer happiness lit up faces at each

bers. We were moved, too, by the compassio

of“O, God, Why?” Instead, the sounds of
praising and praying are growing louder,“O,
God, teach us the way and strengthen our
faith to help us go the distance. With Christ,

all things are possible.”

As we in North America join our hearts,
hands, and prayers with our South African
brothers and sisters, in fact with all ofour
brothers and sisters across the globe, to ex-
plore ways ofworking together to address the
prevention and ultimate eradication ofthe
HIV/IAIDS, we, all ofus together, validatethe
teachings of Christ through our faith in ac-
tion. Submitted by Carol Armstrong, Member
Bf the Board of World Mission.



