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Mission Principles: Part IV

If we want to GO where God wants us to GO, then we need to BE where God wants us to BE!

he final installment of this

“Mission Principles Bible Study”
begins with what is called the Great
Commission (sometimes referred to in
jest as the “Great Omission” or the
“Great Suggestion!”).

Read Matthew 28:16 —-20( t hat ’

place. They did what they needed to
do (they were where they needed to
be!)in order to allow God to work in
them and through them in a more in-
clusive and all-encompassing way!
And it wasn’t long before God began
to send them out into all the world!

begin with verse 16, not 18, so that we Now go to | Corinthians 12:19 1 26.

can see the context of this commission

and think about these questions:

1 Where were the disciples when
Jesus gave them this commission?

Why were they there?

We see that the disciples went to the
place where Jesus told them to(tje
mountain). That put them where they
needed to be in order to hear what Jesus
had to say to them!

Might this imply that going into all the
world is a step-by-step journey? We
have to be willing to take the first step
(which might not be as exciting as
“going into all the world!”). But if
we’re not where Jesus wants us to be,
then we won’t know where Jesus wants
us to go!

Now read Acts 6:1-4.

Do you remember how great things
were going along in the early church in
the first 5 chapters of Acts? They were
filled with awe; they were on a
“Pentecostal high;” they shared their
belongings; they had an impact on the
surrounding community. Everyone was
ministering and being ministered to!

Well, almost everyone. | guess it de-
pended on whom you asked. According
to Acts 6:1-4 there was a minority
group that was being neglected. But the
church was willing to take important
steps (even to re-examine its structure!)
in order to provide a setting where ef-
fective ministry and mission could take

Paul compares the church — the Body
of Christ — to our human bodies.
Think about these statements:

91 the church is an organism, not an
organization.

i Effective ministry takes place
when every partis functioning.

If this is to happen, then every part
must be given the freedom to function,
and every partmust be equipped for
ministry — every parimust be where it
needs to bé order for the body to be
able to go where God wants it to go.

Finally, read from the Ground of the
Unity, from the “Essential Features of
the Unity,” in the section on “The Vo-
cation of the Unitas Fratrum and its
Congregations”......

“The Unitas
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on their work in and for the congrega- # submissions to Editor: Glenna J.
tion and by their devotion and faithful—,;,-’

ness all can render service to the
whol e Church?”.

We recognize that we all have a part in
being where God wants us to be, but
we also admit that this can only happen
if we all offer ourselves and our ser-
vice to the Head of the Body, Jesus
Christ. As the Ground of the Unity
puts it:

: . =
They can render their service well onI).-""-'"
through the grace of their Chief Elder. WJWJM
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So, whereare we? Wheredoes God
want us to be? Whois God calling us
to be? Wheredo we need to be in order
for that to happen? Whatkeeps us
from doing that and being that?

Well, if you were looking for answers,
you came to the wrong Bible Study!
But hopefully these questionsill stay
in your minds and hearts, and we can
work on answering them together!

Rt. Rev. Samuel J. Gray, Director of
Intercultural Ministries and Communi-
cation, Moravian Board of World Mis-
sion, North America
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