Costa Rica Youth Retreat

Limon, Costa Rica, and Bethlehem, ference was to start. This gave us a time as they disembarked from their
PA are worlds apart geographically. good chance to get used to the cli- chartered bus. True to teen-age form,
San Jose, Costa Rica and Winston- mate, culture, and language of the just as our young people do, they qui-
Salem, NC are worlds apart in terms East Coast of this beautiful tropical etly gathered with the friends that they
of climate, especially at this time of country. knew. Several groups of guys hang-
year. We knew that s S Many of the members of ing out over in one area, and several
before we left the =y =ttt ~ | the Moravian Church groups of girls over in another area.
United States, but the S N here are Nicaraguans They quietly whispered to each other
guestion burning in our, : R 'J(both Creole and Mi- and made quick glances at both of us
minds was how differ- (the strange white, program leaders)
ent were the youth of = =\ - and then to the other groups, most es-
Costa Rica as compare = S8 SIEEE 40 - " days of the late 70's and pecially members of the opposite gen-
tothe ones thatweare = . » early 80's. The young der. Right away we realized that
used to working with =~ people who attended the while these young people spoke a dif-
here in North America. conference were born in Costa Rica, ferent language, they were very simi-

We had been asked to plan for a and most no longer speak the native 1ar 10 the foks that we are used to
conference of youth and their adult tongue of their parents, but now working with.
leaders that would give them some speak Spanish. We began our time by taking a
ideas about how to organize for an We arrived at the conference site Quick ride over to the beach, where we
effective youth ministry programin = 0 night before the event and got played games, and shared lunch to-
their congregations and province. things set up and ready to go. The gether. The awkward stares soon
We arrived in Costa Rica on January next morning we got to meet the turned into smiles and inquisitive
16, a couple of days before the con- youth and their leaders for the first Continued on Page 5

A Fruitful Ministry

Benjamin Dixon is a Miskitu Mora- With this in mind, Dixon asked

vian, member of Ingnika Raya (Nev Bishops William Webster and Sam

Light) Moravian Church in Mana-  Gray to conduct a brief dedication

gua, Nicaragua; Trustee; and churc service at his office. Brother Web-

organist. This is his ministry. But ster spoke of the importance of being

Mr. Dixon has another ministry: he salt and light in the world, wherever

is Vice-Minister of Agriculture and we are. Brother Gray referred to the
Forestry (a cabinet post in the Nica- Department of Agriculture as fertile

raguan government). Brother Dixot soil, where seeds of hope and com-

sees that ministry as... a ministry! passion can be planted. Both bishoy

He believes that God has planted laid hands on Brother Dixon and #3
him in that position not only to help prayed that his new ministry would
the natural environment of his coun be blessed. Brother Dixon asks for
try, but also to nurture the spiritual our prayers as he faces many chal- | printing Correction........ We would either
environment among his co-workers lenges during his five year term in | have to ordain Mrs. Jean Chiddy, or apolo-

He wants to bear fruit and grow in office. Pray that his ministry may | 9z for the printing error last month in than
both ministries trulv b fruit. i ing Rev. George Chiddy for his work in orga-
: ruly bear irut... iIn many ways. nizing the Onward mailing committee. Hope-

fully this won't be a regular column.
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As we celebrate our 58@Gnniver- It breaks your \\\\\\\ government supports. Mission out-

sary, wherein Synod resolution 43 heart to know reach could have allowed some of
calls for us to initiate new mission that there is such great need in oLthese people to take a better path.
activities in 2007 that will last for community. Potter's House serves Wouldn't it be great if we could
years to come. Itis imperative tha as a safe house, where anyone ciminister to the young people who
every congregation participates. I seek spiritual guidance and physi-are most at risk and show them the
you are part of a small congrega- cal assistance temporarily. They meaning of Gods love.

tion then consider partnering Yvith have ministered to the very poor t challenge each congregation to
another congregation but don't let the very affluent. They have minis develop a mission outreach program
this opportunity pass you by. The tered to a poor pregnant eight Ye& hat will change someone's life. The
need in our society and the world old to affluent pregnant cc_)IIe_ge mission society has the resources to
at large is great. students. The need for mission ou _ <qic+ in establishing a mission out-

Last Sunday | had the opportu-"€8Ch has never been greater. S0 g ach program for your congrega-
nity to hear John and Pansy Youn Ceties ill will cost each of us tion. Our primary mission is the
share the ministry that they started€@rly if we do nothing. Today ¢ ciiment of God’s mission.

at “Potters House” on P5Street _there are 2.2_mi||ion people that a ) o
N East Winston. North Carolina. incarcerated in the US. That is 2.z Evon Crooks, President, Mission

million that the state and federal Society Southemn Province

Where Justice and Mercy Meet

What do you do if you are a plead their case in front of a judge trying to find evidence of criminal
Christian judge who must sen-  who speaks their language; then activity... so that we can be as-
tence hundreds of people you find funding (including part of sured of his continued presence
(sometimes fellow-Moravians) to your own salary!) to turn a room  with us!!” The inmates cheered
many years in a prison that is deep inside the prison into a Mora- and applauded.

miles away from their families, vian Chapel!

N : . After the ceremony the delega-
with little or no attention to their On Saturday, Januaryt27 tion took a tour of the facility and
spiritual or e_mot|onal then joined about 150 others in a
needs, and in the service of worship and celebration
midst of terrible con- Webster and Sam in the assembly room of the
o_Irtlons? Asa Chr_ls- Gray, Pastor Amilcar,  prison. On Sunday morning, the
tian, you are require real results were evident: when

to do justly, yet you Sam Gray visited Pastor Amik-

Bishops William

the warden, the local

ggsrt] gﬁ%éovgur?ag magistrate for the car'sothercongregation (in Ma-

| - hi id, “l am the Presi
the two? two judges, and four im and said, “l am the President

fina the 4 | of the Youth Association; Pastor
If you are the two judges of men representing the 4 1anguage A yjjcay got to know me when he
groups of the inmates, participated

the Northern and Southern Regior : o - was visiting me in jail, and he

of the Atlantic Coast of Nicara- 'Fhe dedlcat_lon of the Tipitapa wanted to recruit me, so he helped
gua, you turn to the Moravian Prison Moravian Church. The {5 set me free — ancamfree in-
Congregation that is closest to the Warden expressed his appreciation yo o

Penitentiary. You encourage and Or the work of the church and .
support theyassistant pastogr] to be- SPOKe of significant changes in the Submitted by Rt. Rev. Sam Gray

gin a program of visitation and Ir']\.’es of the_rﬁlmos_t ?]:,OO%rtnen '3
counsel (spiritual as wellas — in 'S €aré. 1hen nis faced turne "
some cases — legall): you work guite serious and he said, “you

toward guaranteeing that all ac- "€€d t0 know that our detectives " %& %
cused persons have the right to are investigating Pastor Amilcar,
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The question was asked of me No, there was never a tense was my love for music that
recently, “How do you use your doubt that I'd appreciate music, | pursued a career in music edu-
music to serve God?” | paused and even less doubt that I'd be ¢ cation, with the goal that | might

to consider my answer carefully, musician myself. So naturally, have a small part in raising the

because that answer has when asked about how | use  next generation of music enthusi-

changed significantly in the past music to serve God, my first asts.

year of my life. thought was the exact inverse: My perspective on the rela-
That music would be a sig- W does God use music o tionship between music and God

nificant part of my life was touch me? has changed a lot in the last

never in question. | was raised The attachment of beautiful year...and well, this is what

in a home where music was the music to inspired Bible text has hap-

currency we traded in conversa- aways been an elixir of sorts for
tion and family interactions, and me. Every major loss and pened. At
where Moravian hymns were  breakup in my life has been metthe end of
spoken and sung with more fa- Wwith hours at the piano with my my teaching
miliarity than a Disney fairytale. hymnal, playing one afterthe in the schoo
There was comfort there, and  other until | was too tired to system, |
warmth immeasurable. We lived continue. Despite my inade- met Bishop Sam Gray at a lunch-
for the Christmas season, when quacy at the keyboard, playing eon my mother threw as a mem-
my father would get out his old the hymns is almost like reading ber of our congregation’s Mis-
trombone and we’d all stand the words in Braille to me...I  sions committee. The Bishop and
outside of First Moravian in look at the notes and concen- | met a great many years earlier,
Greensboro, North Carolina, trate on their placement, but the at Laurel Ridge Moravian Church
singing to match the brass band words are absorbed through my Camp. He asked me what | was
between lovefeasts despite the fingers as though they were up to, and | told him that | was a
chill that sank into our limbs. moisture on the keys. Soin-  continued on Page 5
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“ finally understood that

music didn’t just express God|to
me- it had the potential to
express God to everyone! *

Members of Eastern District moving beyond the tendencies oRoxburgh and Fred Romanuk.
congregations of the Northern  many churches to “survive and Keynote speakers for this event
Province will be gatheringon  maintain”. Itis time for a new are Alan Roxburgh (co-author of
May 4th and 5th for the understanding of mission, mis- The Missional Leader, Equipping
2007 District Conference being sion that will guide the work of Your Church to Reach a Chang-
sponsored by the Eastern Dis- the Church for years to come jusing World, pastor, teacher and
trict's Executive Board and as it did in the early days of our consultant with the Allelon Mis-
Stewardship Commission, and Moravian withess in every en- sional Leadership Network)

the Board of World Mission. In deavor of ministry. It promises and Craig Van Gelder (professor
observance of the 550th Anni-  to be a very rewarding confer- of congregational mission, Lu-
versary of our denomination, thisence and a time for all leaders taher Theological Seminary, St.
conference will highlight the be trained in tools for excel Paul, MN). This conference is
Northern Province mission state-lence; in servant leadership and also open to all Moravians across
ment, "The Risen Christ leads. ministry. The conference will be the Southern and Northern Prov-

We follow as a Great Command-held at East Hills Moravian inces. The cost for each regis-
ment and Great Commission Church in Bethlehem, PA. and trant is $35. and includes 3
Church." Clearly, there is a the theme is “The Missional meals. Lodging has been ar-

spirit of vibrant change taking  Leader, Equipping Your Church ranged through a local hotel.
place in our Church. At the veryto Reach a Changing World”,  More information, contact Rev.
heart of this is a keen interest in based upon the book by Alan  Marian Boyle at 856-829-2886.



he official poster of the chosen for that position. The

XIV Synod of the Mora- Provincial Board — partly by the
vian Church in Nicaragua statesBook of Order and partly by
“the Moravian Church in Nica- consensus — always includes
ragua is a community of faith in two females, at least two or-
Jesus Christ — multi-ethnic, dained and two lay members,

day began with Holy Communion
at 6:00 a.m., with “grace, mercy
and peace” being offered in 4 lan-
guages. Later in the morning (after
a 40 minute right hand of fellow-
ship and breakfast) the delegates

pluri-cultural, Protestant, evan- one representative from each of were bussed to their choice of one

gelical and ecumenical in naturethe 5 Districts of the Province
It promotes and participates in and one representative from
the integral evangelization of ~ each of the ethnic groups
Nicaragua, proclaiming to the  (Miskitu and Sumu). With only

of the five local Moravian
Churches, where they worshipped
and were served lunch. In the af-
ternoon, Synod continued with

world, with the rest of the Mora- 5 members on the board this cal elections, reports and resolutions.

vian Unity, the obviously be a
Good News of ™, 5 challenge! Part
the Kingdom . of the responsi-
of God at least a dozen othel_r bility of the fra-
round’ed in fraternal delegates bore witne RRrnal delegates
%ve for to the church in action as it is the oversight
neighbor, gen- sought o find u_nity and ._|of the election
der equit;/ and | Purposein the midst of th.'s rocess, which
respect for hu- exciting (y(_at oftgn challenging the en,d pro—'
man rights, an diversity. duced the de-

working toward sired “mix” that
social and economic develop- reflects the reality of this di-
ment, health and education and verse body.

the protection of our environ- On Sunday, January!28he
ment.”

Looking around at the faces ,,
of the 307 delegates and listen-
ing to the translated reports, pro-
posals and discussions in 4 lan-
guages (Spanish, Miskitu, Eng-
lish and Mayangna), one could h
see that these words truly re-
flected the nature of the Nicara-
guan Moravian Church. Rev.
Chris Giesler, Rev. David Dan-
neberger, Bishop Sam Gray an
at least a dozen other fraternal
delegates bore witness to the
church in action as it sought to
find unity and purpose in the

'm getting back into the

swing of mentoring a small
andful of people in this area
(Mexico) - people involved in
several kinds of the things we
do. Phil is back (from NC),
dgoing on to Yolo, and making

plans for learning that Mixtec

variety and partnering with

Alfonso for concerted discipling

for church planting. Jill is up in
; ; " Texas for now, trying to under-
midst of .th'S e?<crt|n.g (yet often stand what God has for her, nc
challenging) diversity. that the YWAM school is over.

Some highlights: Rev. Cora Both get high marks for lan-

Antonio was elected President guage learning, acculturating
of the Provincial Board (the and missions “theory” grasp.
equivalent of PEC President in Pray for Jill as she figures out
the United States), making her how all that prepares her for th
the first Nicaraguan female to be

o-1-1" # 2

At 11:00 p.m. the closing worship
service began. Rev. Paul Gardner
(Chair of the Jamaican Provincial
Board) noted that there were 18
items on the program (special mu-
sic, words, meditations and Scrip-
ture readings) and wondered if
they would be cut short because of
the hour. But every voice needed
to be heard, so, at 2:30 a.m. on
Monday the Synod officially came
to a close and the delegates were
sent back out into the church to stir
up the fire that is in them.

(2 Timothy 1:6)

1"

next steps.

After Anne’s birthday I'll be
traveling in Guerrero for ten days,
visiting Ometepec, Yolo, Tlapa
and Metlatonoc. | haven't been
out to Yuvinani in two years, so
it'll be fun reacquainting with
those guys. Part of this trip is to
invite them all to the Easter cele-
bration we do in Ometepec. Third
year now. A group of ten from
Vineland, Ontario, will be joining
us for that event, and | need to set

p some accommodations and
transport details. Pray for them,
and for identity and unity among
the Guerrero Mixtec churches.
Pray for Lamberto, who diligently
looks for ways to bring the

Continued on Page 5
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soon-to-be- unemployed music about how to make this dream a different people every day, and

teacher. His eyes grew round andeality in the world around us.
he exchanged a glance with my | returned home to Tennessee
parents; it seemed providence and was excited and ready to
was at work. He mentioned the pursue whatever God would
Board of World Missions and send my way.

the international schools of Mu- In the months

sic they intended to build to following the Summit
spread God's glory throughout | cisred a new job ’

the world. in the Christian
To say that light bulbs went  music industry,
off in my head is an understate- where | sell worship music to
ment...it was as though God churches around the world, in-
himself spoke to me and told me cluding many of our own Mora-
“Here’s what you are supposed vian brethren in Alaska and the
to be doing!” | finally under- Midwest. | talk to big churches;
stood that music didn't just ex- | talk to tiny churches. | talk to
press God to me- it had the po- the Liberal and Conservative,
tential to express God to every-
one! | wanted to know more. |
jumped into the planning for a
Youth in Missions summit held
this past Fall, where we talked

ll_ ! 1

questions back and forth some- relationships with peers, parer
times slowed because of the and other adults; and the sam:
need for translations. The con- desire to understand better thi
ference topics included sessions life they have as young

on the heart of youth ministry, = Moravian Christians. What do
the “typical’ teen, qualities of a Costa Rican youth need? The
youth leader and centering need the same thing Americar

prayer. Sessions were always youth need — adults that love ¢
bracketed by enthusiastic singing€are for them, a church that

in both English and Spanish. accepts and includes them,
We enjoyed meals together, all worship that speaks_ to them.
of which included some form of They need adutts willing to."St'
rice and beans — there was no  1© them and engage them in
shortage of great food during the Matters of life and faith in non-
weekend!

run the gamut from University
Professors to the lady who just
figured she’d try to get a group
together for worship. | talk to

judgmental ways. They need

) growing relationships with thei
While there are some cultural Savior nurtured by their

differences between American churches.

young people (and their leaders) .
and those in Costa Rica, the is- e had a great experience
Costa Rica and met many gre.

sues of living life and formin
faith are mu?:h the same. Tﬁey people. We hope to be able ¢
go back someday.

have the same questions about
faith, worship and the church;  Submitted by Rev. Chris Giesl
the same struggles about their and Rev. Brad Bennett

and | tak to music ministers that

every one | talk to reminds me
that although | may not be in
Tibet or Costa Rica, I'm still
serving on a mission and helping
spread the word of God just a
little bit further.

| listen to those to whom |
speak daily, pray with them
when they’re ill, celebrate with
them when they are excited, and
help them bring the Word of
God to life in their churches all
around the world.

So, how do | use my music to
serve God? The answer is sim-
ple: However He needs me to

serve.

Submitted by Morgan Smith,
Nashville, Tennessee
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news of the Kingdom of God to
fellow teachers. And Gabiriel,
the same among carpenters and
family in Ometepec.

Il be back for Philip’s birth-
day (Feb 03), be around for a
week, and then off for a week
trip to visit my father. He’s got
cancer, with who knows how
long, so I'm taking advantage of
the time now. Obviously that's
something for prayer.

Submitted by Robert Thiessen
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Coordinator: Helen Gulledge

1. 1457, Let us from our heart thank our Godtffier
founding of the Unitas Fratrum in Bohemia, now know
as the Moravian Church.

2. Pray that our Head, Jesus Christ will leadobwrch
unto greater heights. Pray for support and encewnagt
for those who are serving in new church planting.

3. Prince of Peace, what a name, celebratesuitgling.
May our Lord bless them. Pray for Bishop Sam Graty a
Rev Will Sibert that their trip to EWI for a MissicCon-
ference celebrating the 550th Anniversary of thedvo
vian Church will be an encouragement to those there

4. Sunday On this Sunday, the second Sunday in Lent,

ask the Holy Spirit to rest on our churches as ther
ship the King of Kings.

5. May we continually place our trust in God whour
righteousness.

6. Never forget that nothing, no matter how lagn
separate us from the love of our Lord. Romans 8:35.
Share this love with those you meet today.

7. Please remember Calvary Moravian, Allentowh, P
on this day, and lift up in prayers the speciavises in
Lent. May all of us be renewed during this season.

8. As you continue your Lenten journey this ygaay
that you will "get serious” about studying God’s o
Ask forgiveness for not making time for the Goodaée
9. Pray for Brother Dechen and Sister Shakui@aam-
gha as they continue to serve faithfully and cvedtiin
Leh, North India. Pray that they will receive muededed
support and encouragement. Ask Jesus to keep dfem s
10 (DT)"My soul yearns for you in the middle okth
night; in the morning my spirit longs for you” I1$2
Thank God for our Daily Texts’ unity and blessingrs-
tians around the world for 277 years!

11. Sunday “Lord, I'll praise Thee now and ever, who
for me wast crucified...For Thy death and love divine
Lord I'll be forever Thine.” Thanks be to God!

12. Pray today for the elderly, the tired and theely.
Pray especially for our retired ministers, theinilies
and all who have given their lives in Christianvies.
Can you visit one of these saints this week?

13. Lord Jesus, we pray for all our little strugglcon-
gregations. Give their pastors enthusiasm, couaagde
vision and give lay members a greater desire tesgu
and your church.

14. Pray for Sister Kim Bartholomew as she serves t
Board of World Mission as the HIV/AIDS coordinator.
Continue to pray for victims of this pandemic, esaky
the little orphans.

15. Pray for our lord's ministry here in Congo,duld
like The Almighty God our Father to bless all Hisri

bt #
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Pray Everyday

March

our leader and through your prayer, may God atdind
Moravians who are putting His word into practice

16. As Congolese Moravians, we would like our ¢gun
to change, having some qualities of other Moraveaans
the World. We wish to have also some Congolese
Pastors who can go to preach the Gospel of Ganvai
the World. May our God continue to give wisdom tm o
chairman and much strength.

17. Pray for Mrs. Joan Andersen, newly electedCifai
the Moravian Church in Newfoundland and Labrador

18.Sunday Prayers for Br. Mark Ebert and the work
crews preparing the MS house for future teams! Give
thanks for all those who have served and for tixds®
are considering being a part of this ministry

19. Pray for Kim and Marion Perrin as they meeh il
4 provinces in Tanzania to discuss preparing atgPany
for Lorena Gray and Lilyann Sapp, serving on the
HIV/Aids committee for the BWM.

20. Pray today for the women who met in Winstore 8al
to make preparations for the third Unity Consudtatof
Women. It is to be in Herrnhut in 2009.

21. Pray for the persecuted Christians in Chad.riCime-
ber of believers continues to grow in spite of seyeer-
secution.

25. Sunday The Lord’s Day. Pray for your church and
Sunday School, pastor, teachers circle leaderssedohel
trustees by name. Pray for Bishop Sam Gray, Bo Ott
Dreydoppel of Moravian Theological Seminary, and.Re
Will Sibert as they travel to Thailand to work wiBEE
World about educational opportunities for US pastord
for our partner provinces.
26. Today let’s pray for the nations of Europealto
population 729.8 million but 166.2 Christians, acig
to Decision magazine).
27. Pray for the great continent of Africa (popiola
784.3 million people of whom 379.4 are Christiaf&ay
especially for Moravian Brothers and Sisters there.
28. Pray for Mohammed and Safiatu Braima (Christia
from the Little Church on the Lane in Charlottejvno
missionaries in Sierra Leone, Africa. Offer prait@s
their safe travel.
29. Ask God to call into His service men like Janos
Comenius whose birthday is today. (3/29/1582) Roay
all Christian teachers.
30. Pray these words often: Jesus Christ, Lan@odf,
You take away the sins of the world; give unto aary
peace.
31. Use both your hymnal and your Bible in youyar
time at home today. Pray out loud and also in céeisit
quietly before Jesus and let Him speak to you.
$# % & () "
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eil & Anita Moree are mem- stration and hospitality to support with these things.

bers of Dilingham Moravian the team of translators. Here is my theory: When the an-
Church in Dillingham, Alaska swer to these prayers are provided,
where they served in that body as our great God will receive that
trustees, Sunday much more thanks and praise from
School Teachers, us all
and Youth Group

Neil is originally from Lancaster,
SC. Anita grew up on the mission
field in Colombia, South America.
\ They have 2 young children, Elijah

Leaders under Pas & Ana. “For our boast s this:
tor Tom Conrad_. In “On him we have set the testimony of our con-
MZ%g:nz&%Sré\?ig-n our hope thf_it he will de- science that we behaved in
sent them off as liver us again. You also the world with simplicity and
missionaries for must help us by prayer, so godly sincerity, not by
training with Wycliffe Bible that many will give thanks earthly wisdom but by the

Translators. They have beentrain gn our behalf for the bless-
ing and raising support in prepara
tion for work to support the trans-
lation of North African languages.

grace of God”
ing granted us through the 2 Corinthians 1:12
prayers of many.” _
Nel & Anta will be based ot of 2 Corinthians 1:10-11 We thank you and appreciate your

el nita will be based out of thoughts, prayers and friendship.
{se i talonts and experience n S0 "eTe s my requesttam ask-  We wiltive to continue on as in
technology to speed tr|1oe rocess ( ing you to pray with us for the rest e abo_ve i ey
Bible Tragr?/slatio% Anita V\E)ill use of our support to be provided and quly et b the Cae ot
her talents and skils in admint 10" Our travel pans to be blessed, WA, put by e grace orGod

: s " and that the Lord would provide = =INcerely,

stration and hospitality to support clarity and wisdom in proceeding Neil and Anita Moree

1,, Mo-1"31 1+,

The Moravian Church in Kath- used for worship and church they amount becomes impossible.
mandu, Nepal has been running o often hike up the prices. Last wee* Christians being a minority

a rented house/hall for the last 9 they found a place that was afforc (about 2% of the total population)
years. The church is located stra- able, that had just about enough often do not get easy access to such
tegically, in terms of accessibility, rooms and space for church, Sun-facilities. Partly because there are
locality, near the airport, bus day school, and others. They ini- misconceptions about Christians
stops, hospitals etc. They were tially agreed to rent the place but eating pork meat, performing fu-
given a month's notice to vacate again when they discovered that i neral services in the church etc.
the place because the Landlord was for church, they declined stat ~ As a church that is experiencing
decided to rent it to another party ing that their house was for resi- God's work in amazing ways, we
who agreed to pay more. So the dential purposes only. The chal- continue to feel his hand there and

church people started looking for ¢ lenge here is: yet struggle to even find a place to
place to rent for worship and othel* In the next 11 days they will  worship. In order to overcome such
church activities. They continued have to vacate that place. problems, we need to have our own

their search in the same locality * There are many big halls/hous¢land/house so that we can worship
since majority of our church mem- but when its the church that uses our Lord without fear of being
bers are from there and the Mora- the prices just shoot up. Our finan chased out or controlled. Even if we

vian Church is the only church in cial capacity is USD 300 per find a place to worship now, this
that area. This place is month, because majority of our  will continue to be a problem till we
densely populated. church members are people who do have our own church.

They found many places but live on less salaried jobs or daily
on knowing that its going to be ~ wages. Anything beyond this Submitted by/ani Pradhan
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Pobably, even most likely, people nual Synod to form a new joint mis-

ould think traveling to Labrador sion between Labrador, Morongo, and| ONWARD is published by

and Alaska during January reveals  Alaska which will be titledvoravian
rather poor planning on my part. Nev- First Nations Outreach The focus of
ertheless, that's where I've been the the mission will be to join forces to-
last two weeks, and | have survived. gether to address their common chal-
On January 15, | went to Labrador andenges around teenage suicide, sexua
temperatures did dip to -5, but the dayabuse, alcoholism, and drug use. The
were sunny. While in Labrador, the initial step will be setting a meeting of
Province elected a new Chair, Sister the Steering Committee this year.
Joan Andersen of Makkovik congregaMembers of the Committee are still to
tion, and as Vice-chair, Brother Amos be named at this point, but principally
Lyall of Happy Valley congregation. consist of First Nation members from
Sister Sabina Hunter was re-affrmed the Yupik, Inuit, and Morongo people.
in her role as Provincial administrator. The Alaska Province also appointed
Brother Loren Jendro was in LabradorBrother Tom Conrad to serve on the
as well, and continues to provide BWM as Brother David Nanalook has
strong leadership as the BWM's liai- chosen to step back from that respons
son with the province. Prayers for Sis-bility. Temperatures more than rivaled
ter Andersen as she assumes her re- Labrador , getting down to -30 during
sponsibilities! a short blizzard. However, I'm now
January 20 | headed west, accomback and trust that I've learned my
panied by Sister Sabina Hunter from lesson as my next two trips are to Vir4
Labrador and Brother Tyron Litton of gin Islands and Thailand
the Morongo congregation in Califor-
nia . We went to make a proposalto Submitted by Will Sibert

the Alaska province during their an-m’ Fohs
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