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F riday—August 31st finally arrived; 
true to form, registrations were still 
coming in for the 2007 FEET FIRST 

Youth In Mission Summit from around the 
globe despite the deadline.  But being in the 
presence of 50+ youth on fire for Christ 
and seeking God’s will in their life, what’s 
a deadline?  God brought youth from Eng-
land, Labrador, Wisconsin, California, 
Mexico, Minnesota, Pennnsylvania, Ohio, 
Maryland, North and South Carolina and 
Indiana.   

The Summit began with a Festival of Ta-
bles at Fairview Moravian Church; some of 
our retired and some still very active Mora-
vian missionaries were the special guests 
for the evening with the goal that the Sum-
mit youth would “grill” the missionaries on 
their experiences in the field so as to get a 
first-hand look at missionary work. 

FEET FIRST, presented by the Moravian 
Board of World Mission, was created for 
our youth to explore their faith and better 
define where God was calling them.  The 

Summit offered concentrated Bible studies 
on the biblical foundation for missions in 
the Old Testament, led by Rev. Brad Ben-
nett,  and in the New Tes-
tament, led by Rev. Kevin 
Frack, as well as an in-
tense session on contextu-
alization, context, and 
“world view” led by 
Glenna Tasedan.   

The Summit also pro-
vided small Koinonia 
Group experiences where 
the pre-Summit prepara-
tion of Prayer Projects 
were presented along 
with discussion on the 
story of Gideon (Judges 6
-7), how God “pares” us down so we don’t 
rely on our own strength, but rather God’s, 
and how we discern God’s will.  A second 
Koinonia opportunity brought discussion of 
Jesus sending 70 and how We are the Gos-
pel in our going out.  The Gospel is not 

something we carry in our suitcase.  It is 
Who we are.  The leadership of Rev. Betsy 
Miller was a joy to behold as the youth pre-

pared for these groups.  The youth 
were also sent out on a St. Igna-
tius hike to pray and reflect on 
where God might be calling them 
as a witness to Jesus.   

      The passion of Rev. Will  
Sibert and Rt. Rev. Sam Gray 
gave everyone a clear picture of 
existing and emerging Moravian 
missions around the world and 
how the gifts of our youth might 
be engaged where God is already 
working.  Outside of the worship 
and abundance of singing, one of 
the many highlights of the Sum-

mit were the “stories”, surprises, and chal-
lenges the youth have had over the past year 
in their mission trips.  Youth “glued” to the 
every word, about Christ, from the other 
youth is inspiring for all.  If there wasn’t 
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T he Feet First Moravian Youth in 
Mission summit is a weekend that 

will not be forgotten by those who were 
there, and more importantly is a week-
end that will soon be felt 
around the world.  As I 
reflect on my experience I 
can honestly say that I have 
never been this encouraged 
as I continue to seek out 
God’s plan for me.  It was 
amazing to see so many 
youth who had the same 
questions that I had and were so eager to 
find out what God has in store for them. 

      For me this weekend was an answer 
to a prayer.  I have been trying to figure 
out what God wants me to do, and be-
lieve that this weekend he has given me 
an amazing opportunity to serve him.  I 
returned home with the realization that 

the entire world is a mission field, and 
that the people across the street are just 
as important to reach out to as the peo-
ple across the ocean.  I know that as I 

reach out to those near me I 
know that God will touch 
their hearts and will allow us 
to work together in the fur-
thering of his kingdom. 

      I believe that in a time 
where there may be some 
concern about the future of 
our church, all who attended 

should feel nothing but joy and encour-
agement about how we will move for-
ward.  Truly we are a generation full of 
energy and the Holy Spirit.  I know that 
together there is nothing that we can not 
do in God’s name.   

Justin Rabbach of Ebenezer Moravian 
Church in Watertown, WI 


