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I t has been said that real freedom is 
having nothing else to lose. Disas-

ters such as hurricanes, floods and 
earthquakes are old reminders of what 
is important. Hurricane season is here 
again and as you hear the news from 
around the country and the world you 
may ask why such tragedies occur. As 
you watch the flooding in the mid-
west you cannot help but wonder how 
God’s children cope with such loss. 
Being free of material things allows 
us to rethink our mortality and rela-
tionship with Jesus Christ. Focusing 
our lives on what is truly important 
will leave us feeling ful filled. 

      In these disasters, it is important 
to share the burden of our brothers 
and sisters by showing our love 
through prayer and support. As Hurri-
cane Dean approached Jamaica, we 

prayed that the island would be 
spared. By the grace of God, our 
prayers were answered and the worst 
of Hurricane Dean missed 
the island. Dean tracked 
just south of the island 
causing significant dam-
age yet it could have been 
much worse if the hurri-
cane had gone directly 
over the island. 

      The recent earthquake in Peru 
claimed the lives of approximately 
500 people. It is diffi cult to fully un-
derstand the magnitude of these dis-
asters without experiencing them first
-hand. Let us continue to pray for the 
people of Peru as they recover from 
such devastation. 

Let us pray for our brothers and sisters 
in Nicaragua now and around the 
world, whose lives have been changed 

by disasters. Remember the 
victims of these disasters as 
you participate in our 84th 
Mission Lovefeast and cele-
brate 550 years of the Mora-
vian Church on November 
4th at 3:00 p.m. at Wait 

Chapel. Please give of your treasures to 
help support their recovery effort. They 
also need our time, so, if you are able, 
please sign up for the next mission trip 
opportunity by calling Mark Ebert 336-
631-9050 ext 1204.   Real freedom is 
having a relationship with Jesus Christ 
where you have nothing to lose, but 
everything to gain. 

Evon Crooks, President,                    
Mission Society, Southern Province 
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I  was privileged to have been in-
vited by the BWM to attend their 

second Youth in Mission summit as a 
guest from the British Province of the 
Moravian Church. Having heard 
great tales from friends in England 
about Laurel Ridge, my expectations 
were high but immediately surpassed 
as I passed two days in wonderful 
fellowship, renewing and making 
contacts with my American brothers 
and sisters in the church. during our 
welcome dinner on 
Friday night we were 
filled with inspira-
tion when retired and 
current missionaries 
spoke to us about 
their call, their work 
and the lasting impressions it left on 
them. I thank them for their prayers 
and blessings on us which were in-
strumental in the success of the sum-
mit. It encouraged us to speak freely 
of our excitement but also our fear of 
being able to complete God's task 
successfully, and ask a group we 
asked God to help us overcome this 
and take the 'leap of faith'. We agreed 
that we need the support of older gen-
eration of the church to help us, both 

spiritually and logistically.                                        
      The Summit's program was excel-
lently put together and very thorough. 
Brad Bennett and Kevin Frack called 
us to investigate the biblical founda-
tion for missionary work, and re-
examine what missionary work 
means to us. We learned 
that what we do in mis-
sion is not about our-
selves, but about God and 
the welfare of God's peo-

ple. We dis-
cussed the many 
ways of commu-
nicating God's 
message across 
ethnic and cul-
tural barriers.  

We all agreed that one of 
the most effective ways 
to do this was by ful fill-
ing our first command-
ment of loving God. We draw others 
into following Jesus by allowing our 
love and trust in God to guide us in 
our discipleship tasks. Once we have 
accepted Christ, we become God's 
human outpost, and consequently the 
human protectors of his people. I 
believe this is the very essence of 

mission.                                                    
      The Summit reminded us that mis-
sionary work isn't just about travelling 
across the globe, but that it begins in 
our community. this struck a particular 
cord with me. I have had two wonderful 
experiences of helping with the church, 

at the Elim Home in South Afri ca and 
in Ahuas, Honduras. However, I left the 
conference with joy and faith that God 
will draw me to act in his name in my 
own London community where I am 
student, until I hope to be called by him 
continued on Page  7                             

“We draw others 
into following Jesus by   

allowing our love and trust 
in God to guide us in our 

discipleship tasks. “ 


