
Throughout 2006, ONWARD pre-
sented stories and reports of Mora-
vians involved in mission all around 
the world – mission teams, short-term 
mission projects, Moravian Disaster 
Response, congregational mission 
init iat ives, BWM partner province 
projects… the list goes on and on.  
And now, in 2007, we begin to see 
the BIG picture – the way in which 
God is bringing so many of these in-
dividual efforts and ministries to-
gether into one worldwide tapestry of 
mission! 

For example: what does Costa Rica 
have to do with Nepal?  What do 
Tanzania and Labrador have in com-
mon?  The answers to these questions 
will become clearer as the year un-
folds, but here are some previews of 
what we can expect in 2007. 

The Nepal Team that visited the 
School of Music and Worship in 

Kathmandu last summer, returned to 
the States to share some of its find-
ings as well as some of its passion.  
The team presented a musical offer-
ing at the Mission Society Lovefeast 
in November.  The hymn that was 
written during the Kathmandu 
workshop was presented in a con-
cert at the Old Salem Visitors’ 
Center by the Moramus Cho-
rale.  Macedonia     Moravian 
Church devoted an entire 
worship service to Steve 
Gray’s    audio-visual-musical 
report of the trip.  Members of the 
team will be sharing their stories and 
their songs at the Home Church Mis-
sion Band Lovefeast in January.  
Other Moravian youth (Patrick 
Goode, Maggie Yokeley and others) 
have caught the vision of the Nepal 
Team, and are making plans to con-
t inue the partnership with the 

Upasana Moravian Church this sum-
mer.  Sister Nola Knouse compiled a 
list of principles learned at the school 
that would be “ transferable” to other    
potential schools.  And this is where 
the “Costa Rica Connection” comes 
in:   On Friday, January 19th, Sam 

Gray, Brad Bennett and Chris 
Geisler are meeting with 
Costa Rican youth, youth 

leaders, PEC members and 
members of the Limon Ecu-
menical Pastors’ Association 
to lay out the vision for the 

next School of Music and Wor-
ship, following the Kathmandu model!  
Land has already been purchased; the 
Costa Rica Moravian Board is “on 
board;”  the BIG PICTURE is gett ing 
clearer and clearer. 

Remember Sarah Barnes?  She was a 
member of the Nepal Team, and is  
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Wings of Mercy 
The landscape is jungle-like and the 
runways are short.  Patients at the 
clinic in Ahuas, Honduras are thank-
ful for the expertise of pilots George 
Goff and Wesley Wiles who provide 
air transportation in this mostly un-
developed area of La Mosquit ia on 
the eastern coast of Honduras. 

Please remember this vital ministry 
in your prayers and send notes of 
encouragement and greeting to 
George and Wesley at 
gene2goff@hotmail.com.  Remem-
ber to keep the e-mails short and do 
not send attachments. Submitted, George Goff

The Honduras Province has an-
nounced that the consecration of 
Brother Wincap Cassy as a bishop of 
the Unity will take place on Sunday, 
January 14th in Puerto Lempira, Hon-
duras.  Bishops Hopeton Clennon 
and Sam Gray have been invited and 
commissioned by the Northern and 
Southern Provinces to officiate at the 
consecration service.  Four lay pas-
tors will also be ordained as Deacons 
in the Honduran Moravian Church.  
Please pray that this event might be a 
step toward unity and reconciliat ion 
in the divided Province. 
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As you all know, the Moravian 
Church began in 1457 in Bohe-
mia. After periods when the min-
istry flourished and instances 
when it almost died out under se-
vere persecution, a small group 
under the leadership of Count 
Zinzendorf came together in what 
we now know as the “Renewed 
Moravian Church”. In 1732, 275 
years after the founding of the 
Unitas Fratrum, God inspired 
them with one of history’s most 
remarkable missionary move-
ments, the “Great Missionary 
Decade” of the Moravian Church 

of 1732 to 1741.   

This year 2007, another 275 years 
have passed since the movement 
began with the sending of two mis-
sionaries to St. Thomas. 
The power of the  

Gospel and the 
depth of the 
world’s needs 
are as great now as they 
were in 1457 and 1732. The call of 
our Lord is unmistakable.  Mis-
sions need not wait for an anniver-
sary year, but as we plan and cele-
brate our 550 years as a church, 

Synod resolution mandates mis-
sions as our primary theme.  

The Moravian Church accepts the 
challenge and command of the 
Lord, “Go ye therefore, and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them into the name of the   Father 
and the Son and the  

Holy Ghost”. So, as we celebrate 
550 let’s make 

 “Mission Outreach” our primary 
focus. 
Evon Crook,s President, Mission Society 
Board of Directors 

 That individuals and church 
leaders would catch the vision 
and significance of Bible 
Translation  

• That we would have in-
creasing abilit ies in 
French study 

• Fruitfulness from a Road 
Trip that we are planning 

• Patience on our part for 
God’s t iming 

A Message From Our President 
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Mission Questions to Congregations—Temperature Gauge 

The Mission 550 Leadership 
Team has sent the following ques-
t ionnaire to all Southern Province 
congregations as a way of deter-
mining the degree of mission out-
reach that is taking place within 
the Province.  The questions are a 
good way of gett ing to where “the 
rubber meets the road!”  The 
Board of World Mission has 
added 5 questions to the list: 

Does your congregation part ici-
pate in any external mission activ-
ity?  If so, is it through financial 
contribution (Sunnyside Ministry, 
Samaritan’s Purse, etc.) or 
through volunteer action? 

List financial recipients of ex-
ternal missions. 

List areas of volunteer action. 
What is the total amount from 
your church budget that is given 
to external missions? 

What would your church like to 
do if you had addit ional financial 
or human resources? 

Estimate amounts from congre-
gational entit ies (Women’s Fel-

lowship, Circles, Brothers’ Fel-
lowship) that are given to external 
missions. 

Is your congregation part icipat-
ing in the Board of World Mis-
sions Second Mile Projects?  If so, 
which ones? 

How does your congregation 
understand its part in God’s mis-
sion to the world? 

How would your congregation 
define “missions?” 

What are some things you are 
doing as a congregation to fulfill 
God’s mission? 

What special gifts has God 
given your congregation to fulfill 
His mission? 

What obstacles face your con-
gregation which hinder the fulfill-
ment of God’s mission? 

How “on-fire” is your congrega-
tion for Missions?  How can we 
serve the Moravian Missions 
Movement and God’s heart?

Neil and Anita are missionaries 
preparing for service with Wycliffe 
Bible Translators, and supported in 
part by the BWM, the Southern 
Province Mission Society and 
some Moravian congregations.  
They send the following specific 
prayer requests: 

• Guidance with the next few 
months of travel arrangements 

• That Churches would be recep-
tive to hearing us  

Neil and Anita Moree, Bible translationNeil and Anita Moree, Bible translationNeil and Anita Moree, Bible translationNeil and Anita Moree, Bible translation    



1 Prepare for a new month of opportunity to pray every day 
for the missions of our church, the worldwide Moravian 
Church and all those serving in long term and short term 
mission. Let’s begin with those serving in the Gulf coast 
reconstruction. 

2 Pray for your family and those in your church that share in 
the mission outreach of individuals, in scouts, men and 
women fellowships, youth fellowships, and any groups using 
your facilities, such as AA, Alanon,  Hispanic ministry, and 
day care service. 

3 Support those preparing for worship tomorrow; pastors, or-
ganists, choir directors, band members, singers and all who 
lead our worship. Remember Church school teachers, super-
intendents and all who come to learn. May we all be en-
riched and prepared to go out into the mission field. 

4  SUNDAY – “ I was glad when they said let us go up to the 
house of the Lord.” Bless all who seek to know more of the 
Lord’s will for each of us in the Lord’s house.   

5 We pray for our churches in the dangerous places; such as 
the Holy Land, Africa, Northern Ireland and Cuba. May we 
who live in safer places try to bring peace and stability to 
them.                                                                                

6 There are many suffering from HIV/Aids in many places 
where our church is trying to bring help and healing; bless 
those who care for the ill, and bless those who care for the 
orphans created by Aids.                                                 

7 Many are working full time in various agencies serving a 
speci fic group or need. Assure them of your abiding pres-
ence. Bless the people of Labrador who are working there to 
bring the power of the Gospel to those who need it so badly. 

8 Missionaries now answering God’s call by serving Him in 
their native village in Sierra Leone.  Pray hard for them; they 
need our continuous prayers for strength, courage, protec-
tion, hope and financial support.  This is an exciting break-
through in Moravian mission.  MOHAMED  and SAFIATU 
BRAIMA, Moravian                                                     

9 Glenna Tasedan, editor of Onward and Helen Gulledge, Co-
ordinator, Pray Every Day and Prayer Focus, important ves-
sels for keeping all of us focused on mission. 

10  Brad Bennett, Chris Geisler, and Sam Gray have begun 
work for establishing a school of Moravian Music and Wor-
ship in Costa Rica. Pray that this exciting ministry which 
begin IN Nepal last year, will continue to multiply and bring 
glory to the name of Jesus. 

11  SUNDAY – Please pray for Evon Crooks, president of the 
Mission Society, and for the other directors. All are welcome 
at their monthly meeting on the third Tuesday evening at 
Ardmore Moravian Church. Call the Mission Office if you 
are interested. 

12  Please pray today for Deanna Hollenbach, editor of The 
Moravian, an important tool for keeping us informed of mis-
sion in motion here in our own country.  

13  Anna Smith, president of the Cherokee-Moravian Historical 
Association, Inc. involved in reconnecting the historical rela-

tionship between the Cherokee Nation and our Moravian 
Church. Learn more about this piece of our history in mis-
sion. 

14 Will Sibert, executive director of the Board of World Mis-
sion as we are beginning to feel fresh winds of the Holy 
Spirit blowing over us in new and exciting mission break-
throughs in our world-wide Unity. Ask God to make you one 
of the sparks that spread the flame. 

15  Pray for boldness when you have the opportunity to witness 
to the wonders and grace of our Lord, and His every lasting 
kingdom.  [DT refers to the Moravian Daily Text reading for 
that day] Ask Him to give you specific opportunities and 
people to pray for. 

16  Pray for the focus of all Moravians in our nineteen prov-
inces to be on Jesus Christ, and Him crucified. Pray for rec-
onciliation in order that we become good witnesses for Him. 

17  Pray for those who are discouraged, depressed, disap-
pointed, and despairing, that they might put their trust in 
God.  [DT] Ask God to show you who you need to pray for. 

18  SUNDAY – The last Sunday after Epiphany.  Pray for those 
in your congregation who have yet to establish a personal 
relationship with Jesus.  [DT] Ask Jesus how you can be 
instrumental in furthering their walk with him. 

19  Pray that we might seek and use the gifts of the Spirit in our 
ministry to others.  [DT] If you do not know what your spe-
ci fic gifts are, take one of the many good tests that reveal 
your gifts. 

20  Pray for the spirit of humility to overshadow our dealings 
with others, be they Christian or non-Christian.  [DT] May 
we always seek to reflect Jesus in all we do and say. 

21  Ash Wednesday.  "Spirit", lead us to those who might perish 
without knowing their Savior.  [DT] Pray that God will give 
you a special time with Him today. 

22  Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty, early in the morning 
our song shall rise to Thee.  Hear our prayer, I love Thee. 

23  Jesus' name, Jesus' name (Moravian hymn).  Spend time 
simply praising Jesus.  Let's center our thoughts on Him for 
10 or 15 minutes. 

24  Pray often for your country, your church, our schools and 
colleges.  Pray for Sunday School teachers and pastors as 
they prepare to teach and preach tomorrow. 

25  SUNDAY – At home today let’s pray for each person 
whose name was mentioned or printed in your church bulle-
tin. Ask how you can help them. 

26  In many churches only one third of the members are in 
church on any given Sunday. Tell people that you missed 
them. Pray for them before you telephone them. 

27  Pray for MOTOR RACING OUTREACH (Nascar racing 
community) the wives of drivers, crew chiefs, shop workers. 
They meet every Wednesday in the New Beginnings Mora-
vian Church in Huntersville, NC. 

28  Every Wednesday, Pastor Chris Thore teaches the Bethel 
Bible Course to 40 t0 80 of the above mentioned women. 
Pray for them. Ask God to bless their children’s ministry.  

Helen Gulledge, Coordinator             Pray Everyday           February  2007

Many thanks to the Rev. John Geisler, E.Artis Weber, Jack Geis and Bishop Robert Iobst for this month’s prayers.   If you would like 
to share in this ministry, please contact Sister Helen Gulledge at helngull@aol.com. 
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M eet Charlie and 
Vickie Brent.  

Charlie is a son of the Fried-
land Moravian church in Winston-
Salem, working through Campus Cru-
sade for Christ in College Station, Texas 
to spread the Gospel there.  His ministry 
is with students, whether American un-
dergrad or International Ph.D. candidate.  
Charlie tries to involve new and growing 
believers who are faithful, available and 
teachable in small group discipleship 
where they will learn to share their faith 
and grow in Love for God and others  He 
also helps to launch new ministries to get 
the message of God’s love to segments 
of the student body that do not have an 
outreach designed to help them know 
someone who really walks with Jesus. 

Recruiting, training and leading under-
graduate students on summer mission 
projects and his office administration 
work for the local CCC office take much 
of his time.  As part of his professional 
development he is working toward a 
Master’s degree in Biblical studies 
through Dallas Theological Seminary 

In addition, he serves as con-
sultant for the sending partnership with 
Grace Bible Church (the largest church 
partnership in the USA) and as one of two 
Day of Outreach coordinators for the Dallas 
Winter Conf.  
(www.dallaswinterconference.com).  Char-
lie and his Co-Director  are responsible for 
organizing outreach opportunities that are 
both service (physical needs such as serving 
food and stocking goods for the homeless in 
Dallas) and evangelistic )Prison ministry in 
partnership with Bill Glass ministries).   

Vicki’s recent diagnosis of cancer has re-
quired a scale back in ministry.  Charlie 
will not be trying to start up any new minis-
tries and will likely be maintaining and only 
slowly expanding international ministry 
here.  He will not be leading a summer mis-
sion team and will not be attending the 
Winter Conference or the National confer-
ence in Colorado this summer.  His teach-
ing/training assignments will probably have 
to do with theological development and life 

skills training for seniors this 
spring. 

The Brent’s children, 
Ansley and Avonleigh 
are also facing medi-

cal issues that require pediatric specialists.  
Please focus your prayers for this family in 
these, and other ways: 

• Pray for Vickie’s healing and that she 
will remain emotionally strong and sta-
ble. 

• Pray that the family will be able to fall 
on God’s grace and experience refining 
of their faith. 

• Pray that the children will grow spiritu-
ally through this time. 

• Pray that they will be salt and light to 
the medical community they will meet. 

• Consider adding their mounting medical 
expenses to your giving 
budget.  Contributions 
can be made to Campus 
Crusade online at 
ccci.org or via phone at 
1-888-crusade 

       (278-7233). 

Church), Anne Fagge (a member of Fried-
land Moravian Church and a student at Con-
verse College) and others will take part in a 
summer extension program, focusing on 
introducing a Biblically-based and culturally 
appropriate HIV / AIDS curriculum.  This 
curriculum is being developed by the HIV / 
AIDS Task Force of the BWM, and (by now 
you won’t be surprised!) another college 
student – Rebecca Frey from Lititz, a senior 
at Utica College – is planning to do an in-
ternship for the BWM that will focus on 
compiling the resources and materials for the 
curriculum!  At present, the Tanzania Team 
is still being formed, but it will include Mo-
ravians from the Northern and Southern 
Provinces.  The BWM has added to its vi-
sion (as well as to its budget!) a new minis-
try that is called “ Youth In Mission.”  This 
will help to make it possible for some of the 
numerous young people who have expressed 
an interest in mission work to be able to see 
that dream come true! 

Yes, but… what does this have to do with 
Labrador?  Well, the vision for “ Youth in 
Mission” came out of a Youth in Mission 
Summit that was held at Laurel Ridge last 
fall.  One of the leaders of the Summit, Rus-
sell Winfield, is now serving in Labrador.  

attending Raleigh Moravian Church.  
That congregation has a sister relation-
ship with one of the Moravian churches 
in Limon (the probable home of the next 
School of Music and Worship).  Sarah is 
in the right place at the right time to be a 
Nepal – Costa Rica connection!   

Enter Emily Moore.  In 2007, Emily re-
ported on her experience in Costa Rica as 
a Rotary Scholar at the University for 
Peace in Ciudad Colon.  She attended a 
Moravian Young Adult Retreat in Limon.  
Emily is a member of Mayodan Moravian 
Church, which, through church member 
Ron Joyce, has a connection to the land 
purchased in Limon!   

So how do we get from Costa Rica to 
Tanzania?  Say “hello” to Rev. Sam 
Downs.  Sam is a Nicaraguan Moravian 
pastor, sent by the Costa Rican Moravian 
Church to serve as a Moravian Mission-
ary Professor at the Teofilo Kisanji Uni-
versity in Mbeya, Tanzania.  In December 
2006, Sam Downs and Sam Gray met in 
San José and discussed plans for a team 
of North American Moravians to take part 
in a Summer Ministry in Tanzania.  Rev. 
David Merritt (from Hope Moravian 

He is planning, along with Labrador Mora-
vian leaders, a Summer Camp for Labrador 
Moravian youth.  The camp will include 
components of sports, music, Bible-based 
program and group activities.  Moravian 
youth and “ not-so-youth” (!) from the North-
ern and Southern Provinces are hoping to 
take part in this camp, at the invitation of the 
Labrador Province. 

But there’s one more scene in the picture.  
Glenna Tasedan, who coordinated the Youth 
in Mission Summit, is now beginning a 
“Mentored Ministry” with the BWM, 
through Gordon-Conwell Theological Semi-
nary.  She will help to keep all of these excit-
ing things going and growing, and she will 
keep YOU informed of what is happening, 
through her work with ONWARD and the 
communications office of the BWM.  And, 
as an added bonus, her husband, George, has 
a different “ mission goal” – soccer!  He 
hopes to use his skills to bring young people 
closer to Christ – at home, in our partner 
provinces, wherever God sends him! 

 So step back, open your eyes, and 
watch as this BIG PICTURE comes into 
view throughout the coming year!

Submitted, Rt. Rev. Sam Gray 

BIG Picture continued from Page 1 
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As a baby, I was baptized by a 
Moravian pastor in a Moravian 
Chapel.  As a child, growing up 
in the Moravian church meant 
partaking in all of the Moravian 
tradit ions.  From serving sugar 
bread at candle tea to singing 
morning star on Christmas Eve, 
to lighting the Advent wreath, 

these memories are vivid in my 
mind.  Whether my friends 
thought I looked strange in the 
“pilgrim” dress or my mother 
changed the ribbon colors em-
bellishing my dress, I never 

questioned the tradit ions of my 
church.   

As an adolescent, I sometimes 
felt confused when singing turn-
of-the-century hymns and recit-
ing the Nicene Creed.  Now, as 
a young adult of the Moravian 
church, being a Moravian goes 
beyond the baptism, the ancient 
hymns, and the sometimes 
seemingly out-dated tradit ions I 
have always embraced.  Being a 
Moravian means understanding 
God’s call to “serve Him on 
Earth until he comes.”  I am 
aware that I am “being called in 
faith to serve humanity.”  These 
quotes taken from the Ground of 
the Unity, the doctrinal state-
ment of the Moravian Church, 
influence my thoughts and ac-
t ions.  To me, being a young 
adult of the Moravian church 
means striving to understand 

and fulfill this calling.  As a Mo-
ravian young adult, I am in-
volved in youth group, youth 
choir, regional youth council, 
and youth representation on the 
mission society.  While these 
groups influence my daily life, 
my identity as a young adult of 
the Moravian church motivates 
me to go beyond these groups.  I 
am called to look outward, be-
yond myself, my family, and my 
friends in the Moravian church, 
to my school, my larger commu-
nity, and to the world.  Having a 
church family who supports my 
answer to this call is a blessing 
that will lead me beyond being a 
Moravian young adult and will 
motivate me throughout my life 
as a Moravian. 
Hannah Spring, Kernersville Moravian

YOU to John for his years of 
hard work and the great reading 
we all enjoyed and waited for 
each month. 

As the Onward changes hands, 
several other changes have taken 
place.  The publication will now 
include a broader range of mis-
sion information and news; 
hence, you will notice the Young 
Adult column  above as one of 
the regular   addit ions.  They are 
a powerful and prayerful force 
that want to “GO”, and need to 
be heard, encouraged, and 
prayed for.   

Be looking as well for art icles to 
inspire your Mission Committee, 
your Sunday School, your     

When I began the editorship of 
Onward in December, I knew I 
would need to step up my prayer 
life, as my gifts alone were not 
sufficient to step into the shoes 
of the Rev. John Geisler.  He had 
edited the Onward for almost 9 
years when he began writ ing the 
Pray Every Day as well.  We are 
all immensely grateful for the 
work John has faithfully done.  
Gett ing all the material together 
in print form and to the printer 
on t ime so as not to disappoint a 
very zealous Mailing Committee 
headed by the Rev. Gene Chiddy 
is no small  task.  It  is with great 
joy the Mission Society Board of 
Directors, Bishop Sam, and the 
new Onward staff say THANK 

From the Editor’s Desk . . .  

What It Means To Be A Moravian Young Adult 
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...as a young adult of the 
Moravian church, being a 
Moravian goes beyond the 

baptism, the ancient hymns, and 
the sometimes seemingly out-
dated traditions I have always 

embraced.   

children, and parents of children 
as well. 

Moravians from all provinces 
are encouraged to send their 
mission news for publication in 
the Onward.  The deadline for 
the following month’s submis-
sion is the 20th of the month.  
Please submit your news to: 
(mail) 2515 LakeSpring Ct., 
Winston-Salem, N.C. 27106,  or 
(email)  

moravianonward@yahoo.com 

It is also a joy to welcome Sister 
Helen Gulledge to the Onward 
team as coordinator/editor of 
Pray Every Day and the Prayer     
Focus.  Pray Every Day has  

Continued on Page 6  

Youth Column 
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Onward Moravian Missions 

Dr. Gerard Rudy shares a glimpse into 
the activit ies of the clinic: 

"Catrina t ipped the scales at 
4.7 kilograms (10.4 pounds) at eight 
months old.  She is malnourished.  I 
delivered a bigger newborn earlier in 
the month.  Catrina's mom got preg-
nant soon after Catrina's birth, and she 
stopped breastfeeding.  Twelve days 
after admission for malnutrit ion Ca-
trina weighs 5.6 kilograms (12.3 
pounds), and she eyes formula with 
anticipation.  A case of formula will 
help her reach her first birthday alive.   

Leonicia is 34 years old.  She 
has a husband and seven children, 
ages two to 17.  She arrived one cold 
and rainy night by boat from down-
river.  She was semiconscious.  Her 
blood sugar was too high (over 
500mg/dL) for our device to meas-
ure.  With t ime, insulin, IV fluid, and 
the grace of God, she has done well.  I 
tried to switch her to pills but her sug-
ars were still high.  She left without 
her insulin. 

Insulin is something we take for 
granted now in the United States.  
Only rarely can my patients here 
afford it.  I don't know exactly when 
people started isolating insulin from 
pigs for human use.  I'd guess that 
happened during my father's life-
t ime.  A couple generations ago, 
doctors would have known what it  
was like to treat diabetes without 
insulin.  People go blind and lose 
limbs.  They die young.  Insulin 
remains for me one of the indicators 
or reminders of how great the gap is 
between health care in Honduras 
and the States. 

Thank God for Sara 
Donoso.  Sara, from Chile in South 
America, believes she is called as a 
missionary to India.  She is a health 
care provider with special training 
in labor and delivery.  Decision 
making and monitoring of labor and 
delivery is often stressful.  It  is 
wonderful to have help in that spe-
cific area during Norvelle's t ime 

away (in the States). 

Medical treatment is handled under 
much less sophisticated condit ions in 
Honduras than in North America.  
Volunteers often provide much 
needed assistance and expertise.  
Please keep all the doctors and nurses 
who serve sacrifically in the Clinica 
Evangelica Morava in your prayers.   

Honduras: Ahuas Clinic 

become a ministry which many can 
part icipate in as lead.   

Onward readers are invited to contact 
Helen if you wish to prayerfully pro-
vide daily prayers for a period of a 
week.  For more information about 
this opportunity, contact Helen 
Gulledge at helngull@aol.com . 

So as this new direction ensues with 
Onward, may we all be moved to 
cross boundaries, remove barriers, 
and go forth for Christ.   

 With and through Christ, 

  glenna j. tasedan 

Editor’s Desk continued 
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