
"My wife Joanie and I have taken up 

residence at 6809 Oakhurst Drive. 

You may recognize this as the address 

of the house purchased by the Mora-

vian Church a few years ago. We are 

grateful for the opportunity to serve 

our Lord here on the Gulf Coast.  

 

Why are we here? Well that story be-

gins back in 2006 when Joanie and I 

were members of Team #9 ï the ninth 

team to make the trip to the Gulf Coast 

as part of the newly formed MDR 

(Moravian Disaster Response)  to help 

with the cleanup efforts after hurricane 

Katrina struck in August of 2005. 

Team members were from PA, MD, 

and NC. We fell in love with the town 

of Ocean Springs and always hoped 

we would be back someday for a 

longer ñvisit.ò That opportunity began 

to materialize this past fall. I had read 

on the BWM website that a host cou-

ple or family was needed to reside in 

Ocean Springs. Joanie and I talked 

about it, prayed about it, and then con-

tacted Mark Ebert to see how best we 

could serve. We moved in just a few 

weeks ago. Our purpose here is four-

fold; 

1. Continue rebuilding the house at 

6809 Oakhurst Drive. 

2. Serve as hosts to missions teams 

that come down to volunteer in the 

community. 

3. Establish an Antioch Project site 

for young adults interested in long- 

term mission work. 

4.    Continue developing relationships 

with residents in our neighborhood 

and surrounding communities. 

As you may know, the house here at 

6809 Oakhurst Drive was one of thou-

sands of homes in this area that was 

submerged by the storm surge from 

Hurricane Katrina. Subsequently the  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

entire house had to be gutted and 

then the rebuilding process began. At 

this point, most of the ñheavyò con-

struction work, such as new plumb-

ing, and installation of heating/air 

 

(Continued on page 6)     

Harrises Host Guests at Mission House in MS 

Joys of the Simple Life 

ñYou have made known to me the path of life; you 

will fill me with joy in your presence, with eternal 

pleasures at your right hand." Psalm 16:11 

 

This psalmist writes not of the path to life, but 

rather of the path of life. The one who finds it, 

lives! Psalm 16:11 is the OT version of Jesus' "I 

am the way and the truth and the life" (John 14:6). 

Our life is in Him. The psalmist knew that humans 

could dwell in the presence of God right now, and 

know real life. 
                                                      Continued page 3 
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A Message from Our President  

Well, tomorrow begins the last week 

of the last trimester of music classes 

here at the School of Music and 

Worship in Limon, Costa Rica. What 

a rich collection of experiences we 

have had here! 

 

This trimester we have a variety of 

students from eight different 

churches. The music ranges from 

very traditional for the Moravian 

churches to more contemporary for 

the charismatic churches. Some of 

the churches use English for their 

services, and some use Spanish, so I 

am teaching songs in both languages. 

It is great to be able to sing and play 

all kinds of Godôs music. 

 

The students have challenged and 

stretched me in many different ar-

eas.  I have students who speak no 

English, and I have to use my best 

ñMusic Spanishò to explain con-

cepts to them.  Other students are 

English speaking and want to learn 

the music in English terminology.  

Several of my students are immi-

grants, originally from Nicaragua, 

so their cultural heritage is differ-

ent than the native Costa Ricans.  

One of my students is from Roatan, 

an island off the coast of Honduras.  

The diversity has been a real learn-

ing experience for me. 

 

Juan & Debbie Suarez & son Nick 

Antioch Servants 

Debbie and Student 

 

Juan Preaching 

   With the majority of mission trips taking place during spring and summer, here are a few suggestions for your next trip. Mission trips are 

sometimes complicated by differences in culture, priorities, sense of urgency, etc. All these differences can be further complexed by the 

question, ñWhy would someone (a stranger) travel thousands of miles to do something for me or share their faithò? Sometimes thinking that 

the rest of the world should respond and think in like manner can be flawed. God created a very diverse population on our planet earth with 

the hope that we would value cultural differences. One culture is not better than the other, they are just different. Different such that we may 

learn from each other and never stop learning. So, in planning your next short-term mission trip it might be helpful if it were broken down 

into phases. The phases could be: 1. Preparation and planning 2. The trip 3. Next steps on return. 

   In preparation for any mission trip, the first step is to engage the team in a time of prayer regularly. Set an objective for the team, ñWhat 

will you be doing on this tripò? Study the culture and understand their way of life and customs. We are all different but we are servants of 

the Lord. How can both parties benefit? Sometimes we receive more than we give. Communicate with the people on the ground at your 

destination, to minimize any surprises.  Agree on logistic in terms of accommodations, local transportation, meals, worship, and opportuni-

ties. Establish a budget early and decide on fund raising options and prepare a schedule. Start planning early! Some international trips might 

require 9 to 12 months pre-planning.  Some trips might require pre-visits to ensure the infrastructure is in place for your team to achieve its 

objective. 

   The trip! On arrival at your destination, one of the biggest issues can be adaptation to cultural differences in food choices. Remember your 

hosts are giving you their best.  Do not offend your host by not eating. Local foods prepared differently may not make you sick but the wa-

ter might. If bottled water is not available boil your water. Again the water might be clean but different to your body. Extend a word of 

gratitude to your host whenever possible. Extend an invitation to your host and those you are working with to join your daily devotions. 

Journal your trip so that you can share your experience. 

   Next steps on return! Meet with your team and assess what went well and what could be improved. Establish next steps in terms of follow

-up trips or fulfillment of any promises that were made on the trip.  Prepare a presentation to share with your congregation. 

   The first Moravian missionaries went out to parts unknown to evangelize people who were enslaved either physically or emotionally. 

They walked in those persons ñshoesò and showed by example the love of Jesus Christ.  God wants us to be pre-occupied with the needs of 

others regardless of our differences. So, let us go out and spread the word to show our gratitude for the blessings that have been bestowed 

on us. 

 

Evon Crooks, President Mission Society 
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Could it be that our highest duty is to come to know God and His ways? As one of the Unity's new-

est ministers, I am awestruck by the joy it is to deliver the gospel message through a myriad of ways 

- preaching, singing outloud, the witness of our marriage, how we look at each other, praying, hold-

ing one's hand in a hospital room, listening, watching, how one dresses, smiling, to name a 

few.Denis Kinlaw says "there is no higher calling available, no higher privilege than dwelling in his 

presence and feeding on the pleasures there. The key to living here is the wisdom found in God and 

in His Word."  

 

Life is a lot simpler in Labrador, less choices in everything. There are only 3 kinds of dish deter-

gents rather than 27 (size, color,scent, price, ingredients) on the shelves. I brought too many clothes. 

I'll never wear all the shoes (and I'm a favorite one-pair shoe-wearer!). I love the simplicity as it's 

given me more time for the important things - Bible study, prayer, worship, relationships, reading, 

and then outdoor fun and admiring the general beauty of the land and her people. In short, the ñpath 

of lifeò is alot more visible. Just as our children and grandchildren were discovering their young 

world/path in front of them; watching them see life with anticipation and awe? God wants us to do 

the same through Jesus Christ. "Thy will be done, on earth, as it is in heaven." Matt. 6:10  

 

George and Glenna Tasedan, Happy Valley/Goose Bay, Labrador 



Dear Friends: 

  

This week has not been too good for sleeping.  On a couple of my call nights, first-time moms labored 

through the night.  One gave birth to a baby boy the usual way.  The other had a baby girl by c-section.  I 

got to do some stargazing on those clear nights as I walked back and forth between house and 

clinic.  After the normal delivery, I was up before dawn to go running.  It was quiet and fresh.  There 

was mist lying low over the land.  The clouds showed their silver linings before the sunrise. 

 

 We have more solar panels.  Teams from Texas and North Carolina worked to   

install them.  We now have the capacity, on sunny days, to operate without turn-

ing on the generator.  We can now take x-rays, pump water, and use the small 

sterilizer without turning on the generator as well.  Daira, a little girl with pneu-

monia, shows another benefitðñfreeò oxygen with energy from the panels and an 

oxygen concentrator.  We are grateful for this capacity.  We are not completely 

independent of the generator, but this ñfree energyò from the sun helps us keep the 

doors open and the lights on.  Praise God! 

  

Nicole arrived in mid-February to begin teaching Peter and Hazel.  Her transition 

in was seamless.  She is getting through the material in fewer hours each 

day.  The students are pleased.  When I ask if there is anything I need to do for 

her, the response is often, ñI have every-thing I need.ò  Praise God! 

  

We enjoy seeing people get better and go home to work and family.  You know 

it does not always work that way.  In these months, we have shared in the suf-

fering of patients and families.  Norvelle cared for a 16 year-old girl who died of renal failure.  I referred 

a young man, not even 30 years old, who died of colon cancer.  Another young woman, family to some 

of our staff, died of obstetric bleeding at another center.  Her children are now being cared for by their 

aunt.  

  

In another tough but more positive situation, a young woman fell on her machete by accident, cutting the 

major arteries, nerves, and tendons to her hand.  In a flurry of activity, she was transferred to the capital 

where the initial report is that surgeons were able to repair the damage and save her hand.     

  

We remain grateful to all of you for your support and prayers. 

  

May it praise God, 

 Gerard, For the Rudy and Goff Family in Honduras 

  

  

TX and NC teams with solar panels 
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